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Union of Soviet Socialist Ne publics avainst 
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sitting at Nurnberg, Germany, оп10 June 

1916, 1000-1700, Lord Justice Lawrence 

presicing. 
THE iRESIDENTs I call on counsel for the defendant Seyss-Inquart. 
DR. STEINBAUER: (Counsel for the defendant Seyss-Inquart) Your Lord} 

Ship, gentlemen of the “ish Military Tribunal. 
case with the last words spoke by Dr. Schuschni:.. when he, 


yoke the 


r 


“arch of 1938, retired as austrian Chancellor. 
rotect Austria." There is a connection in histom At the 
time as we are here dealin: with the case of the defendant Seyss-Inquart 
foreizn ministers, on the basis of similar events, are prejarin. .eace treaties 
May I ask, therefore, that you would be good encuch to allow me to be a little 
mors lengthy than I had criginally intende? when I present my documents ? 
Now, with the permission of the Tribunal, I shall call the defundant tc 


the st in le 


SEYSS-INQUAZT tock the stand anc testified as follows: 
BY THE ...ESIDEN 
Will you state your full naro, 
Arthur Seyss-Inquart. 
Will you repeat this oath after me: 
I swear by God, the almighty ani Omniscient, that I will speak the 
truth and will wi thold and add nothine. 
the cath) 
IREOT ЕХ. [NATION 
Y DR. STETNBAUER $ 
Mr, Witness, when and where were you b 
was born in 1892, in Iglau, that isla f the German language 


in Moravia. Moravia at that time was a crown county of the iustro-Uuncorian 
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Monarchy. And that former cther island, Olmitz, where German was г150 spoken, 


also in Mcravia--there I lived until I was 16. Then, together with my parents, 


I moved near Vienna, where I passed through secondary school, anc І then 


joined the legal faculty cf the Viennese University . In Aucust of 191h, I 
Joined t arny e 
Were you in the army curing the entire war? 

À Yos. 1 served with the Imperial Chesseurs. I served in the war 
in Russia, “oumania, апі in Italy. 

On the cecasion of several leaves I passed my examination anc, in 1917, 
obtained my Doctor's degree. 

I was wovnded once, I was decorated several times; three times because 
of braverye 


What impressions were the unes that you retained for Life, from y: 


Perhaps the .nly remarkable fact was my experience with the 
nationality fizht in Moravia, which sccurred between the Germans ar? the 


Czechs. The Germans, in those cays, wresented the joint AustroeGerian idea 
3 3 , 


hile the Czechs were making a predominantly national p.licy. However, I 
elieve it is sicnificant that there was a ccordinaticn of languages 3t that 
time in Moravia, 
Wind what were the impressions you tock away from the war? 
Apart from the impression cf comradeship at the front, the thing 
I remember most is the discussion, at the end of the war, dbout the fourteen 
of rresicent wilson. 
That had as its leading point the ri-ht of self-deterninaticn fcr 
oples, cid it not? 
Yes. It was clear to us that the realization of these fourteen 
points woulda mean the end of the Austro-Hunz;arian Monarchy, 
We, the Germans, considered that in fulfilling that right of self- determ= 
ination the crisinal territories would be allowed to return to the union of 
the German Reich which they had left less than 50 years ago, in 1066, That is 


of importance. Those countries, in the creation of the Reich and in the 


thousand years cf their existence, had been integral parts of German, That is 
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for 950 years, 
"hat did ycu do after the war, when you returned from the front? 
I cevoted myself to my work as a lawyer. In 1921 + opened my 
own practice, and as time went by I acquired a very good clientele, 
"hat about your political attitude? Were you a member of any 
political party? 
A I was not a member of any political party, because I did not want 


to tie myself down politically speakin:, І had very соса friencs in every 


party, including the Christian Social and Social Democratic farties. However, 


the .rograns of those parties арреаге? too one-sided tc те, They appeared 


to be much too much adapted to certain individual eroups, 
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ere you a member of any political club, say, for instance, the 
Austro-German People's Union? 

I was a member of tho board of the Austro-Germon National Union, 
because the only political idea to which I achered in 1918 was ..:stria's 
anschluss with the German Reich on the llth. I experienced the 11th of 
November, 1918, when the provisional national assembly decided th t Austria 
should be a part of the German republice Furthermore, there was tho con- 


0 


Stitutional meeting six months later which repeated the samo decisirns The 


dictates of St. German forbade the Anschluss. 


“he various districts attempto^ to vote. Salzburg on? tho Tyrol, with 


98% of the voters, voted for joinin; the Reich. Dr. Schuschnigs cescribes 
it in tho book "Three Timos Austria", 

The answer was sorious attempts to have Austria join their German 

but they could not agrece 

DR. STEINBAUER: Mr. Prosicent, at this point may I submit several docu- 
ments to the Tribunal, or may I quickly refer to them as they xppear in my 
Socument hook? The first document is the one to which I have riven the 
numbor SJ-1. +t apnears on Pace 2 of the ?O^cument book, anc it contains tho 
proclamation of the Austrian members of parliament after tho collapse of tho 
Austrian monarchy on the 21st of October, 1918. There it ways i: tho second 
sentence: 

"The Gorman-áustrian stato claims the territorial jurisdiction over the 
cntire territory of German settlement, especially also in tho Sucetan 
territories. The Germaneaustrian state will fight any annexation by other 
notions of territories which are inhabitei by German farmers, workers, 
and citizens", 

Then, as Exhibit No, 2, I should like to present оп Pare 4 of the cu- 
mont the resolution which the witness has nlready mentionod, passed by tho 
provisional nati^nal assembly on the 12th of November, 1918, which says: 

"German-Austria is a democratic republic. А11 public powcra aro installed 
by the people. German-Austria is a part of the German republice" 
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The leacer of the greatest party of that state, Bk. Karl Renner, stated 
on the 12th of November something which appears on Page 6 as Exhibit No. 3: 

"Our great peoplo is in cistross and misery, the people whose pride it 
has always been to be called the people of poets and thinkors, our German 
5oople of humanism, our German people which loves other peoples is 
bowed in misery. But it is just in this hour in which it woulc be 
and convenient and perhaps also tempting to settle one's account separa 
anc perhaps to snatch advantaces from the enemy's cunning, in this hour our 
people in all provinces wishes to know: Je are one family and one people 
livinz unter a common fate", 

Then I come to Exhibit Noe 4, which is »n Pare 18. 

PRESIDENT: It is Paco 8, is it not? 

DR. STEINBAUER: Page 18. I beg you pardon; Pare 8, 

That refers to tho plebescite on tho 24th of April, 1921, in Tyrol, where 
145,802 voted for the Anschluss and some 18,000 arainst ite On the 18th of 
May, 1921, there were 98,546 votes for the Anschluss at Salzbur;, and 877 
votes against it. 

On the occasion of mentioning the document, I have already said that it 
is my point of view that thers are three component parts which loc to the 
Anschluss: first of all, the economic emergency which runs through the entire 
history of the case like a red thread; secondly, that this unity amonrst the 
democratic parties, which resulted from hunger; anc thirdly, there was the 
attitude of the rest cf tho world, particularly the larger powers, towards 
ware Those thoughts are contained in my document booke 

I should like to refer to the economic emergency, and submit as the next 
exhibit Prelate Hauser's spooch,. Frelate Hauser was the president of the 
austrian Parliament, He mado a speech on the 6th cf September, 1919, and it 
appears on Pare 14 of my document b :ke He surrests the acceptance of the 
peace treaty of St. Gormein, and ho gives the following reason: 


"The national assembly has no choicee Country and people need final 


peace which opens again the world to them morrally anc cconomic-lly and which 


can once again procure work for our »cople's masses at home and nb 
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Then in the second paragraph he says: 

"It also has no other choice, because our country depends on the bie 
powers for its supply of food, coal and industrial raw materials as well as 
in the re-establishment of its credit an? money standard". 

the same point of view was adopted by tho two statesmen, Seipel and 
Schober, which was proved by Document 17. Seipel, regarded as the greatest 
Austrian statesman of all times, said this at the time, that we should never 
believe that the Central European question is solve? as long as the great 
state which makes up Central Europe, the German Reich, is not included in the 
solution. 

I shall now continue with the oxoministion of the witness, 

BY DR. STEINBAUER: 

I want to ask you, Mr. JHtness, do you still remember tho time and 
the conditions after the year 1927? 

The economic situation which you have jvst referred to was the reason 

ont powers always fought Austrian, to rive a so-called voluntary 
forfciture declaration regarding the Anschluss. The repercussions on Austrian 
politics were that the Austrians, resolved as they ha? been in 1918 to have 
pro-domooratie parliamentary prosecution, turned to raciosl icens which had 
ол autocratic leaninr, 

te Then at that timo а now party appearec. hich ono was that? 

At that time, there w tho So-called fire of tho Falace of Justico, 
which was an uprising of the Marxists, which resultec in the Marxist Party's 
connection with the soecalled hone Guard, which was a paraemilitory organiza- 
tione Thus uniforms wore introduced into the political life of Austria. 


“he controversy between the Marxists and the anti-Marxists became more 


3 rr Р 1 Р 
and more clear. he only organization about the party was tho Gorman-Austrian 


People's Union at tho timc. Tho thourht of the Anschluss was the only 


thought which still kent all the partices somewhat united. 


Around the year 1930, the N 


ational Socialist Germen Laborers' Party 


became apparente 
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a 


that impression did that party rive you, particularly with reference 
seizure of power in the Reich? 
ie І want to tell you quite openly that the impression the party made, 
as far as Austrian conditions were concerned, was a little strange. fe had 
uniform politics in the national union because, I suppose, of the home cuarc. 
The N.3.D.À.F4. gave uniformity to the actual political leacers, and then made 
their march e с type of politics which they presented to us was not in 


keeping with o stomed politic:1 thourhts. 
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Q “hat about tho raa: 

ll, lot mo add first that that party wouldn't allow any pleasant course 
in connection with other parties anl that it never allowsd co operation with other 
partios either, 

possible concession of the party did you observe in the 

I think that the groat effect the arty scored in austria was 

cable will to attain the anschluss. I think that 


be traced back tc preventing r instance, the roalizati.on of the austrian 
which 


Q SSeS on behalf cf the NSDA} 


"m 
ihe facts woro that 


THE PRESIDENT: Defen lant, I suppose you > hearing the words spoken by Dr. 


Steinbauor direct, ani you are answoring thon with.ut any pausc, which gives the 


interpreter no chance, 


) 


с in austria in 1933 observed that ther: 
Versailles Treaty in the Reich, and secondly, the end of 
too, about ten per cont of the population were unemploy 


‘J 


36 


ustrian workers, therefore, work hoping that there would 


their unemployment in the event of an anschiuss, and Austrian 


A p 1 


the greatest interest in the food organization in the Reic 


Б“ 


thought of 


ANSCAIUSS which 


program 


t$ touch upon, I just 


rch, 1938, and 


tact with Dr. Dollfuss 


his Ministry in 1933, а eight days before by his 


invitation, I had a discussion with him. 


Q Were you, on tho 25th of July, 1934, a participant in any way in tho 


murder of Chancelor Dr. Dollfuss? 


. 


No, in no way, Dr, Dolifuss and i had 
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planned to have another discussione 
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interested in my opinion regarding the pacifying, calming down of that 


extremely racical situation at that time, and I told Dr, “ollfuss, even as carly 


more Nattionalists in Austria then, only National 


ocialists wore doing only what Hitler 


Ly Dr. Soyss-Inquart, I must romind you that tho prosocution 
phot.graph which praises tho murde of Dr. Dollfuss, 
That is the so-exllsd Annua Celsbration, 
wasn't even thought 
smory of the 
with that attenptec 
death 


ter De lifuss, 


organized, hi small 
- I +} 
CW uno 
f ә VE MET Е — 3 1 2 
lv, that it presented con- 


policy. I remind you of tho 


hero Something 


сазо interfering 
With the austrian Nati nal Socialist “arty, Tho ustricn Party, so far as 
anschluss was concerns onsidered that a foregone conclusions ñe decided 
that the National Socialis- in Austria would hove to once more be permitted 
to be active and we decided that most o? all, there should be elections to 
ascertain tho balance of power, 
he question of whether you h^d contacts 


» and whether you entertained 
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any such contacts? 

I had no contact with any sources in tho Reich. Only, as Reichs- 
marshal Gocring has said, when I became a State councilor did I for the first 
time mect the leading Erman politicians. 

then was that? 

That was in Juno or July of 1937. 

‘hot was your position at th-t time? As л State Councilor, what was 

attitude regarding tho NSDAP in sustria? 

4e hen, on the llth of July, 1936, an agreement was reached == without 
my having had any part in that == Dre chrirg had Minister Glaise ask 
me to cooperated in politics. At that time I had particularly close contact 
with Zornatto, the Genoral Secretary of the Netional Front. Upon a sugcestion 
made by Zernatto and his friends, I became an Austrian State Councilor, and 
Dre Schuschnigg gave me thc task, in writing, of investigating the pre- 
requisites for havine the National Front join our political work. In order 
to fulfill that task I did, of coursc, have to ret in touch with the National 
Socialists, because the national opposition only consisted of National 
Socialists. 


Tho was the head of the } 


The Party in Lustria had collected again illegally and Captain 


Leopold was the head, 
How was your relationship to him? Yas it rood? 
^. Ilcould not define Captain Leopold's way of thinking; he did not 
understand my political thoughts, Ho thought that, on the basis of the 
agreement of the llth of July, Dr. Schuschnige ought to allow tho NSDAP again 
in its oririnal form. I think I only talked to Leonold twice, perhaps. three 


timese He demanded that I be subordinated to him, something which I refused. 
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DR. STZINBAUER: May I, in this connection, draw your atte! 


to the following documents without reading from them: 
Exhibit No. 44, on page 103 of the document book, excerpts 
the document USA 583. 
Then there is Exhibit No. 45, age 105. That is USA 58! 
Exhibit No. 47, on page 109, is a statement from Zernatto 
stating that Seyss-Inguart entirely disagreed with Leopold's ondavor 
My client has been accused by the Prosecution of having 
played a double game. In rebuttal, I applied to have an interrogato. 
submitted to the former Gauleiter Ueberreiter. He has interrogated 
I want to quote from the interrogatory, hich is Document No. 99. 
were questions put by the Prosecution, and I want to road the follow: 
which appears on page 140: 
"Quostion:'" == put by the Pr secutor 
Seyss-Inguert, before the time at which the Nazi Party had beon loge 
ized, i.o. осла is boing legal, in Tebruary 1958, was h not in 
constant contact wi he illogal Austrian Nezi Party? 

iid not know Soys-Incgucrt until 
his visit to Graz. In Nazi circles he was considered as a non-Porty 
membere I think T Co not know for sure -- that he joined the NSD 
only when it was legalizca or this reason, ho porsonally encountc 

zi circles." 
document it says: 

'ondant Scys-Inquert play a dou! 
game on ono £ |, his logal position with Se: usehnig Cabinet and 
tho other side his cooperation with the Nazi »arty which was unlawft 
and illegal at that tine anû the activity of which had thon been le 

izod to a certain oxtont through the orig s of the dofendant at 
Borehtos 
to what extent ho was in touch wi 
tho illegal Nezi party ! oforo tho 12th of Fevruary. I ао not know 
about it because I wes not in Vionna, But from tho 18th of Fobruar 


of being in contact with the Nazi party was not a double 


1434 3 еур 3 e 3 ‚с ‚3 4514 Yes A No 
scruscnn A niasolf . LL 55210 WAL 021 Leopold, Ма: 


T 


113117 





10 June-N-JRA-é-8 - Bible ИШ 
H0153 


—0013 


leader bcfore Klausnor. 
BY DR. STEINBAUER: 

9, This brings us to 1938. At tho beginning of that yoai 
you were State Councillor in the Austrian Governacnt. How did you 
find the political situation? 

A Diring many conversations I had with Dre Schuschnisg, 
but most of all during many continuous conversations I had 


Zornatto, I had developed the plan which was in koeping with the con- 


clusions I had drawn from the events of tho 25th of July, that the 


Reich, and particularly Hitler, should be asked to refrain fron intor. 
fering with Austrian politics through the Austrian National Socialist 
Party. 

I proposed thet instead tho Austrian National Socialis 
Should be given permission to become activ again. That didn't mean 
at all that I would forego tho thought of the Anschluss, but I was 
al 


perfectly convinced that any policy which could bo considered le 


ry 
2 


1 


and responsible in Austria would have to be carried out by tho Austri 

National Socialists who wero collecting a clear majority amongst tho 

Austrian voters -- I should have said, rather, the Germans in Austria 

I thought that such a desionstration of a leading majority would romov 
put up by the mombors of tho League of Nations. 

The attempt had oo made to make Hitlor agrocable tc 
such a policy, and the would have to be that such an organiza- 
tion would support the Гис гог ond tho ains of thc German Roich, It 
was in the interest of 25 plan that I talked to Field Marshal Gocri 
and Mr. Ecoss. І reported tho outcome to Dr. Schuschnigg 
and I recommended л coalition jovornaüont including National Socialis 
ministers, subject, of course, to the corresponding guarantees being 
given by Adolf Hitlor, 

Neither of the two partics allowod ny suggestions to 
make any headway, without directly turning no down, Mcanwhilo, Austr 
National Socialists continucd to be activo illegally. Tho police 
would interfere; thore wero arrests, and we had threo concentration 


camps in Austria, In short, that was tho predecossor of tho dc-nazi- 
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syston of today. 
Obersalzberg on the 12th of 
Fobruary 1938? 
No, but I went to tell you how that meeting 
all, thoro were renewed radical tendencics 
into the Party. In 1938, the legitinate ton- 


The 
weil 


dod laws regarding the roturn of the Habsburg property. Го: 
ae 4 £ 


untonablo, and I rotirod, soric- 
and Seerotary of State Keppler wl 
ioninatod in the Reich to conduct tho political 


Austria, I felt tuat 


NT T wy 
Ana Le 


went to 


4 VD б ha t 


vorunaont wa 


кал RUE: 3 3 А 
мау noviilod 


J 


“+1 H3 1 a 
слот, DUG 


ATO EE 
qJuCcSs ions 


* 
4 


anoo a 


On the 10th of Fobrunry, shink, a group of my offi 


that Hitlor had i od Dr. Schuschnigg to Borcehtosgadc 





Tm 
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nonbor of tho circle who were workin, with по; so 
Kaltenbrunner, Langhof, and several others. 
Q Were you kept informed about tho outcome of thc 


e 


discussion at tho Obersalzborg? 
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lit. DODD: полдо по could loarn just who 
that the Defendant cave these conics to? 


TIL PRESIDENT: Do you know who the intorrozj;atin: counsol 


ZITNZSS: lire Dodd hinsolf, 


iM. DODD: ‘ie don't 
VITHESSs I think I on quite risht in sayin so, 
Di, STEINBAUVERs i iden the contents, in its 


4 


1 portant point s, coánciCo with o voluntary sta 


woule try but то novor 


7354 . -4 
intorrocation, 





i andl AN 


(A short pause) 

THE PRESIDENT: Go on, Dre Stoinbauer, 

DR. STEINBAUER: І was going to say that in principle Document Noe90, 
page 113, corroborates these facts, and that the Defendant, vht witness, 
informed Schuschni¢s of the contents of that talke ^ Doounmomt 170565 proves 
this. It is on расе 158, 

О And now, Mre Witness, I wont to ask you this: Did Hitler agree to 
your proposal? 

^ He clearly said yes to quite a number of things but with reference 
to certain other points he expressed doubts whether the Austrian Governnent 
might асгее, The principal impression was, however, that this policy was 
possibles 

Q In this comection it has been alleged that you as Minister of the 
Interior and the Police had placed executive powers in the hands of the Nazis, 
À I should like to leavo tho main explanation in this connoction to my 
witness, Dre Scuble After Dollfussts death Dre Scubl was a confidence man 
in the Austrian Government and he became 2 Secretary of State and General 
Secretary for the Security Systom, in which capacity he was attached to my 
office. Quite obviously he had a certain amount of authority, I had no 
objection at all to that, In fact, I was very pleased to have such an export 


at my disposal. І only wanted to mention quite briefly that orders regarding 


all executive powers cano from Scuble І mysclf never gave any direct orders 


to the Austrian police. Scubl was given the instruction by Dre Schuschnigg, 
particularly bn the 10th and 11th of March, and I myself didn't introduce a 
Single National Socialist into the Austrian police, 

Perhaps I might refer briefly to tho public appeal made to 
Servants =a 

Dit. STEINBAUER: In this connection I want to refer to two documents, 
Nos. 51 and 52, on pares 117 айа 119 respectively. We have now reached 
Document Book Noe2e 

The first speech was mace by the Defendant as Minister before his police 
officials, and the second speech a radio talk he gave at lencthe 

Q And now we reach tho critical days in March. Did you == and from 


whom did you -- hear of the plebiscite plans of Dr, Schuschnigg? 
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A The day before Dre Schuschnigg announced the plan for the plebiscite 
in Innsbruock he told mo and informed me of his plans. At that timo I askod 
him whether that decision was unalterable and he confirmed that. I e xpressod 
tho view that this might lead to difficulties, But I promised him that I 
would help him therever I could, oithor to cet over tho difficultios in connecti 


with that plebiscite or to leave it to a suit able outcome, suitable, that is to 


Say, oven to the National Socialists, Of course, I had continuous contact 


with the Austrian National Socialists Since I was tho liaison mane І spoke 
with Zornatto!s and Schuschnirs:ts knowledge at several meetings and I spoke 
about what I had said to Adolf Hitler and what we had discussed, Т avoided 
demonstrations wherovor I coulde Then, o f courso, as Minister of the Interior 
I prohibited denonstraticnse In that comectian I refer you to the 
prohibition of alla emonstrations and meetings, published by mo, and the 
Special prohibition of a demonstration of an individual demonstrati on at that 
time at Graz, something which is proved by the interroratory Submitted to 

the witness, Dr. Ueberreitor, 

Q Did Schuschnigg give Jou any pronisos? 

А No. I want to say that still on that Same evening I was approached 
by Dre Jury who in Some way or other had already heard of the plan for this 
plebiscite, Т did not in any way express acreenent with Dre Schuschnige, 
although I Should, of course, not have allowed mysolf to exercise solf-inposed 
Silence,because there was this liaison man position of the 12th of Fobruary, 

But, of course, I did keep silent, 

Di, STEINBAUR?: Т think, Му, President, this would bo an exoollont 
moment to interrupt the Sessione 

THE PRESIDENT: Vory woll, 

(A recess was takone ) 

Q We got as far as the plebiscite which Schuschnigg was planninre 
It became known, Now wo come to the 11th of Marche What did you do in the 
forenoon of that day? 

À I must ronark that on the previous day, or two days before , after 


consultation with the Austrian National Socialists, I wrote а letter to Dr. 
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Schuschnigg in which I commented on the pàebiscite in an unfavorable senses 
The reasons were primarily that a regular plebiscite result was not guaranteed 


because it was not a real plebiscite in the sense of the Stato Laws. It was 


not decided on by the Council of Minister but by the Fatherland Front, that 


is, the Party, and it was to be carried out by the Party toos 
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The suggestion was that the plebiscite should be postponed and a reg 
election should be held, with all the legal requisites for on election. 

On the lOth of liarch, in the presence of Foreign liinister Schmidt, I had 
a detailed conversation with Dr. Schuschnig;. е reached an agreement that 
the Government -- as well as the provincial governments, and so forth -- was 
to be filled with National Socialists, that in effect a coalition government 
was to be formed, in which case the National Socialists would vote "yes", 

With reference to the permission of the Party, there were still 
differences of opinion, І reported to the Austrian National Socialists, but 
they were not much interested because news had come from Berlin that Hitler 
had refused the plebiscite, I was told that on the next cay I would receive 
a letter from Hitler. 

Q Did you receive such a letter? 


A Yes. I received, by courier, a letter from Hitler. I believe I 


Was 


What did you do in the morning, after receiving the letter? 

А After receiving this letter I went to Dr, Schuschnigg, vi Ministe 
Glaisc, and wo were at the Federal Chancellor's office at 10 o'clock. І 
informed Chancellor Schuschnigg of the contents of this letter, without 
reservation. In particular, I pointed out that in the case of refusal, 
Adolf Hitler counted on unrest amongst the Austrian National Socialists, and 
tha ready, if disturbences occurred, to march in in answer to ап 
appeal for help. In other words, І called Chancellor Schuschnigs's attentic 
to the possibility of such a development, 

Q Did you demand an answer from him? 

A Tho tetter set a deadline for 12 o'clock noon. Our talk lasted 
until about 11:30. I asked Chancellor Schuschnigg to give me an onswor by 
2 O'clock, І know that in the meantime, and on the day before too, he hac 
taken security measures, through Dr, Scubl, which I did not approve of. 
Several year classes of the Austrian Federal Army were called up; the polici 
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lO Junc-li-JF-7-2-Danicls 


was alerted; and a curfew was sot up in the evening 
Q What about the afternoon of the llth of March? 
At 2 o'clock I wont to the Chancellery office with Minister Glaise. 


т. 


First we had a talk with Dr, Schuschnigg, and Dr. Schuschrigg refused to 
postpone the matter. At about the same moment I was called to the 
telephone; Reichsmarshal Goering was on the telephone. That telephone 
conversation is here under the number USA-76. 

Then І told Reichsmarshal Gocring that Chancellor Schuschnigg; refused 
the postponement, he declared, in the name of 1 1, that he hod to ask 
for Schuschnigg's resignation beceuse of tho agreenent of the 12th of 
February, and the Reich had confidence in him. Dr. Schuschnigg was ready to 
postpone, but not ready to resigns Thereupon Reichsmarshel Goring denanded 
not only Schuschnig;,!'s resignation, but my qpointment as Federal Chancellor. 

In a talk with Chancellor Schuschnigg at 3:30 in the aftorn oon, the 
latter said that he would offor the President the resignation of the whole 
cabinet. When I was informed of this I left the Federal Chencollor!s office, 
because I considered my function as a middle-man, i he se f the arreane: 


of the 12th of February, concluded, І did mot want to intervene; I did 


not want to do anything to becone Federal Chancellor mysclf. 


m 


In this connection may I refer to my document nuubcr 58; page 13. 


en excerpt from the record of tho telephone conversation with Gocring 


ә, 


^ 


rss-Inquart speaks atout tho relationship between Germany ord Austria 
ond it states here: "Jell, he means that Austrian independence has to bo 
preserved," 

t happened on the llth of larch, in the lato г 

In these conversations the suggestion was mde that the Party 
formations were to come to dustric, From that bame telephone conversation i! 
can be seen that I did not want this, that before the entry of any formations 
I wanted an clection or a plebiscite in Autrias 
In the course of the afternoon State Secretary Keppler caro to me, and he 

asked zo for informtion. І thon went to the Federal Chancellor's office aj? 
Borlin repeatedly asked io to intervene with the Federal President to becore 
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Federal Chancellor; ways rofusod to do зо, 
Q What did the àustrion NSDAP do? 

The party in Austria bean demonstrations. The Party members 
топо out and filled tho streets. Further, they were only Perty members or 
followers, snd it became an enormous demonstration асліпзі the system ond 
for the National Sociclists. 

Q That was the fccling in the Federal Counties? 

I had no contact. Quite late that ni;ht, or the noxt day, I 

learned that there, even more thon in Vienna, there wore Lig demonstrations 


0 


by large crowds against tho Fatherland Front ond for tho Natioral socialists, 

What solution did the Fodorol President, Miklas, attoapt to bring 
about in this situation? 

I cannot say from ny own knowledge; until 8 o'clock in the 
evening I had nothing to do with that. No one spoke to no about the 
Chanecllorship. No other possibility of solution was discuss 
I heard that the President wanted to make Dr. Ender, of Vorarlberg, Choncellc 
and me Vico Chancellor. I believe that would have been a good suggestion, 
but I could not discuss it, least of all with Berlin, becouse no one said 
anything to me about it. 


Q And when events reached a climax ond Schuschnigg delivered 


In the course of tho отопіпг Chancellor Schuschnigg was te resign, 
nd the Reich would not pernit any but a National Socialist Governnonc. 
Taoroforo I considered it my task, in order not to be taken by surprise, to 


think of whom I would take into the cabinet. I remarked that the 


suggestions mentioned in the telephone conversation wore not made to me. 


o 


I chose my co-workers quite frecly, aftcr consulting the Austrian 


National Socialists. Thoy included people with Catholic tics, such as 
Professor londin, Dr, Wolf, and others. 

I asked Foreign lünistor Schmidt to enter the cobinct. Vhen he asked r 
why, I told him I would like to keop Austria independent, that I посаса a for 
гілі зоог who had connections with the Western Powers. Schmidt rofusod, 
remarking that Chancellor Schuschnigg introduced him into politics and that I 


would remain loyal to Schuschni 


GG 
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ftor Schu isc'!s farowoll spooch, in tho 
in black trousers and whito shirts; 
I had tho impression that thoy Guards for State Socrotary 
Keppler and othors, In tho rooms which Chancollor Schuschniss; and Prosidont 
Miklas wore occupying, I ordered guards from tho Austrian Guard Battalion, 
І piacot thou before these rounse  Thoso woro solootcd non who were well 
eruod accor-in; to thoáustrian point of viov, ond tho SS non, who woro at 
nost 20 in number nad only pistolse That is, fifty stops from tho 
office мого the barracks of the Guard Battalion, with about 100 picked and 
woll arnod mone President lüklas and Chanecllor Schuschniy had had no other 
concorn than what happened in tho chonesllor'ts office and on tho ssroot in 
front of use They could casily havo sottlod tho wholo natter by callirse out 
tho Guard Battalions 
Q Tho prosecution he aitted on affidavit of tho Gauloitor of Upper 
dustria, Gigrubor, which states that bofcro you осоо chancellor, you 
ordered tho soizuro of powor in tho various fodoral offices, 
That is conplotoly untruce Tho Gauloitor of Upper nustris 
I 5oliovo he says ho rocci 
a tolcoroi to any Gauloitors or to onyonoe I 
did not give oral instructions to soizo tho 
Globo’ 


those words: 


о you know that I seized the powor for you an: govor 


for you? But I did not toll you, 


n А а 1 Zs 4 
you would have boon against it", The 


place noanuhilo which the defendant Roichsmershel Goering has doscribod.s 


“es tho population agains 


it, in your opinicn? 

I ocnnct call it o nvesic: It was 
which was widely wolconod Except for 
population, thoro was no 


district in which it was 


І was in complote acroonont with Dr, Schuschnigge In 1937, ho at опсо 


that the ontry of Gormm troops into Austria could not 


anything except by tho ovations of the populntione 
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se SIGLIDAUE4: In this connoctjon, I shoul ko to rc docunont, 


Пов $7, Pago 86. This is a quotation from tho book by Sunnor Volles, "Tho 
for Docisicn", It dosoribos tho cmversation botwoon hin and Count 

o tho occupation of .ustrin, Dre Schuschnigg cane to Romce lio 
that in case of on occupation of Austria by Gormany tho 


majority of tho Austrians will partake in this occupation ond that tho 


4ustrions would join tho Gorman 1 nolo man for tho fight against Italy, 


if Italy should send troops to Austria in order to provont tio occupatione" 
BY Dike STZEIJDAUEA: 
wo will go to tno 12th of iiarch,. Did you not at this 
^ telephone convorsation wit! 
I called DLitlor ur That goes back to tho occasion of tho 
day before, at about? 
ity suddenly stopped, ond everything was waiting AG їз 
Scubl cane with tho горо hat tho .ntry of troops had actually ! 
Roich liarshal Goorin; горо 
Schuschnigg 


1 


Fathorland 


further the takin; 


trocty of tho 12th of Fobruary. 
Jhon tho syston of tho Fathorl-ond Front 
Posponsivility to take action, First I 
the ono whic was submitted lid not me 


І callod myself iğnistor of tho Intoriore 


Ea ® eod aX 
tho ni, ANG TAC 


On tho samo night 


I drove Dr. Schuschni:; home in my car, because I v afraid that somothing 


o 


nicht happen to him through provoostours, asked Dr, Kepplor to call up 


tho Puohror ond say thet the entry should not bo carricd oute iicichsmarshnal 


oma 


spoko about that horo, 





ТО 


Tho next morning І called up againe І mot tho Fuchror at tho airport 


^e 


o ontry was in full prosress, 


А2 


І tried to soo whothor it 


that symbolically, at loast, oci richts wuld bo mintai а, Tho 
» э з н L 


So 


Fuohror agreed, and actually Austrian troops ontorod liuioch, Dorlin, ond 


So on, in Austrian uniforme 
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Ф In your capacity as newly appointed chancelor, how did you manage 
the further develcpment of the situation? 
Since the system of the Fatherland Front had broken down, my idea 
a coalition government could not be realized. I saw that a National 
Socialist government, with a very strong Catholic tendency, wculd be in 
charge, but not in theform of an immediate Auschluss, but in carrying out 
corresponding elections, plebescites, with an eccnomic and possible military 
union with the German Reiche 
e STEINBRUER: lire Tresicent, in this ccnnecticn, I -huld like 
to submit an extremely important document. It is quitc new, It shows how 
the anschluss came into beinge It is the testimony under cath of the former 
| Secretary of the Interior, Dr. Stuckharct, who is imprisoned here. 
I submit this to the Court anc I sh.ule like to not e the following from this 
testimonye 
What is the dccument? 
His That is not in tho document book because I re- 
coivod it only later. I vill read only briefly to establish the connection. 
I have submitted the original to the Court. The witness says tho following -- 


THE inESIDENT: You are giving it a number, are you? 


TH. STEINB..UGR: Noe 92, The witness says that probably Hitler 


would becom president cf Austria. He Says thathe was told by Frick to 
work out such л law. Но was ordered to Ling =- 

THE iRESIDENT: Wait just a minute, Pre Sgeinbaucr e 

STEINSAUER: In the Dutch matter, a few affidavits are missing 

which have just come ine ierhaps it would be egcdient to read these docu- 
ments when they have been translated. 

THE IRESIDENT: The Frosceution will have the affidavit, I suppose? 

DR. STEINBAUER: Yos, they have ite 

If I may continue. Ee says that he was given the assignnont in 
Linz, to his surprise, to direct a total anschlusse Austria was to become 
a province cf the Gorman Reich, sudh as Bavaria and thb other German provinces. 
He worked out this law as he had been instructed te doe He flew to Vienna 


апа sumitted it to the assembled ministers there fc г acceptances 
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10 June 196-M-DMR-9-2 Price -0 
The impression of theAnschluss on the ppulation I should like to 
prove through three documentse First, No. 30. This is the welcoming 
celebration for theFuchrer on the Heldenplatz in Vienna by the Vienna popula- 
tion. On this occasion, on thel5th of March, the witness welcomes the Fuehrer 
and said the following: "Тһе goal for which centuries of German history 
had struggled, for which untold millions of the best Germans bled and died, 
he last aim of hot fights, the last consolation in the bitterest hours == 
today it has been accomplished. austria has come home," Now Hitler ordered 
that this Anschluss be sanctioned by the Austrian populaticn by а plebescite. 
The other documents have shown theresults of this plebescite to the Court. 
I should like to point out, in acditicn, the attitude of the Catholic »ishop. 
This is Locument Nc. 32, page 733 Dre Karl Renner, wh. was Presi“ent at 
that time, Document 33, pace 76. дз for the attitude of the othcr powers 
in the surrounding world to theAnschluss question, I shall question the 
witness Schmidt, whe was Foreign Minister. I should like to submit only 
one document. That is Document 38, page 09. This is the speech by 
Chanberlain, who was then ‘rime Minister in the Hcuse of Commons, on the 
Anschlusse He says the foll wings "Nothing wouid have stopped Germany's 
action unless we and the others had been rency to use force in order to 
prevent it." 
BY UR. STEINDOAUER: 
When Austria was incorporated, became a part ofthe Greater German 
Reich, SyesseInquart was Chencelore I ask you, did you remain Chancelor? 
Jid you receive other State functions after the seizure of powcr? 
On thenight cf the 13th I reported the Anschluss law and I сок 
the occasion to discuss three questions with the Fuchrer. That was not 
easye The Fuehrer w^s quite excited., First, I asked if the.ustvian Party 
would return to relative independence under an Austrian as the provincial 
leacer; second, that Austria as a state might receive а certain degree of 
incependencee To the first request the Fuchrer said, it was possible. To 
the second he said, yes, that Austria would receive a governor of her own. 
At this time I stocd up and asked theFuchrer to be allowed to return to 


private practice as a lewyere Third, I asked thatthe unjust relationship 


of two shhillings to one mark be changedto one to one fifty. The Fuchrer 
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agreed to do this. On the 15th of “arch, on the occasion of the demonstration 


10 Juro 19)6—l-IM=-9-3 irice 


which has alre^dy been mentioned here, the Fuehrer told the racio announcer 


to announce that Reich Governor Seyss-Inquart was going to speake That 1 
first I had heard that I was Reichs Governor. I became Reich Governor 
remained so until the eni of April, 1239. 

Who was the real leader of Austrian politics? 

А Duerckel was sent to austria as the delegate to rcorgnnize the 

Гагфу enc to do thepreliminary work for the plebescitee The instructions 

of Buerckel and his coeworkers was a plan somewhat foreign to austria. 

I had occasion, on the 8th of April, in Buerckel's presonce, to 

-hrerts attention to this type of coordination and the Puchrer 

"Buerckel, you must not do that. If you co, the enthusiasm 


for the Anschluss would evaporates" A fow weeks later 


bhe Reunions Не handled all potii 


in State matterse 
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со this. On the 15th of “arch, on the occasion of tho cen nstration 
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which has alre^dy been mentioned here, the Fuehrer told the racic announcer 


to announce that Reich Governor Seyss-Inquart was going to speake That was 


the first I had heard that I was Reichs Governore I became Reich Governor 
and remained so until the eni of April, 1939, ; 
was the real leader of Austrian politics? 


A 


А Duerckel was sent to Austria as the delegate to reorganize the 
Farty enc to do thepreliminary work for tho plebescitee The instructions 
of Buerckel and his eo-workers was а plan somewhat foreign to Austria. 


I had occasion, on the 8th of April, in Buerckel's presence, to call the 


Fuchrer's attention to this type of coordination and the Fuchrer said: 


"Ducrckel, you must not do that. If you do, the enthusiasm of the Austrians 
for the Anschluss would cvaporate,." A few weeks later ho was made eich 
Commissioner for the Reunione Не handled all polities 

c luding church policies, and he had the rizht to give 


in State matters. 
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You know th^t tho Prosecution chor;cs jou in connection with 


tho 
policy in Austria Shortly after the Anschluss. The firs harge is that in 
the Jowish cucstion you participated in this unfortunate breatucnt 
Јоті зп population, that you Were resp. nsible for it, 
t have you to say -bout this? 

T can't deny it. Cortainly, in uy ficld of activitics as Chicf 

the Civilian administration I issue а orders along thet lin. 
h question аз such, Duorckcl claincd 

In Й has осоп subiuittod hore, he eal 
natter conneeted with tho anschluss, 
Onc is Document No. 64, pag 
ointment of Buorcekcl as Reich Comnissioncr 


опо Gorman heich. L point out 


res Buorckol tho ri: ht 


long document, 


onducted himself thro u 
4ustrolio unsolicited, his is D 
of the court, thot tho circuust: neos 
thou ono another subuits letters from Jews is not a ^y weighty 
accorcing to the proverb, "One swallow docsn't nako л 


І submit this docunont is Poragraph 12 


fo 


witness Dr, Welt Stricker, who comes from a respected 
end who snys the follovincs 
"After my departure fron Ливїтїл І hoard of other eases in which De, 
Seyss cave similar help to Jews, aml that in Мау 1938, vihon porsceutions of 
Jews become particularly Severe, he protested to Gaulcita Duereke]," 
It is ^ly shown thot 


by The A wate ^v^ 
J vile COlOnGOo 
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BY DR, STEIN 
Q Witness, you 


playing a double game. what was the 


the Anschluss? 
І know that this charge 


the Party made the same accusation. 


this eccus-tion is mado. 


I attcapted 


the 


as history shows, could not bo broucht together. 


oleronts of both groups, 


the opinion that the who attempted this was 


The more important point is something olsc. 


austrian quostion received was not my solution. 


radical clements in the Party. 


evening, participated in this solution AS 


to soy that I participated in it beforehand 


not truc. ûl 8 in the evening, after 


attitude of the 


is mace against 


I will acnit o 


to brin;; two 


since this realization was impossible, 


1. 
поо 


І myself, from the 


Schus chni;:: 


MM 
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know from tho trial brief thet you are charged with 


Party toward you after 


The radical circles ¢ 
ponly that I con uncorst: 
Croups tosether which 
t is clear that tho racic 
had to cone tc 
honest in his atte 
> Lution which the 


solution o. 


e result, 


resignation, I took this point of vicw, because another on 


reality. Thore was no other political power in 


cialist one or civil war, 


I iysolf also welcomed the Anschluss Law, 


my co-workers, 


ansuor to the question of whether I ha 


matter, I considered the question and I did 


record to forcim politics. 


cnthusiasm in àustria. I was awore bhat no 


1 


austrian, ever had the whole population bchind 


had. But it was good end uscful, 

The defendant Kaltcnbrunner said 
supervised by Hoydrich vury closcly. 
А The circles which dis 


1937, Heydrich issucd a 
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Austri: 
On the 13th of Merch, of course І welcomed thc 
d misgivings 


Ав for intcrnal politics, there was never so 


4ustrianssta 
and it was botter to 
that he and 


trusted us included He 


secret report which I roccivod lator. 


except the National 


lecision wes decisive 2 
and i: 


moment , 


about the exccution of the 


not поса to have any miscivings ir 


uc 


tesman, no rosponsibj 


him to such a high degree as I 


have the responsibilii 


you at this time were 


vdrich, it tho end of 


In this report 
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ho said that the solution of tho Jastriean question in favor of tho Perty was 


navoidable ; nly obstacle Could be the polic; 


1 
would be in a position t 11 for something like an Austrian 
Socialism, 
ifter tho Anschluss, I reccived a so-called secondary conmand, which 
no other task issue constant reports to Heydrich on what I was 


as Little against this 


conversation 


cucstion 
in 
you ever reccive ong 
you rocoivod 2 
Gruppenfuchrer 


spenfuchrer of tho SS 


1 t 1c 
has no powersto iss 
vhon I complained to niu 


ото. I demanded proceeding 


— ^ TE le А > ЖҮ e^» ‚ panle 
power over Bucrckcl ; nly an honc y rank. 


I believe that 
Ty ' Y Tm T tt 3055 ۹۹۹ A [ (c + гуси! 31 мг loaf ondan , 
PRESIDENT: пролог ss І understood i | defendant 


ho received 2 ndo 10 to furnisl ts to Hoydrich. "№21 


Was 


г Т т П) n f Y а yi \ i 35 1 ~ Ка 0vn Tt r 
THE PRESIDENT: .O1 ALC 1 oyarLen issued 2, secret ropo 
1 ie n E344 Р 440 that the . 5 е паич CAAA arnat 
about Austria, and thon seid that tho solution ws unavoidable except 


TITEL 
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- AF Qore de A IH l 
of Soyss-Inqucrt. That was tho substance of and 
AA ive 


ps 


edm tho b I rir 4. Y ^ |. 
aI Vor the understood vou t ov vo ( ivc ] 
: erstooa you to say you received a secondary post to furnish 


1^5 ' р, Hr tan) 
oportus to Heydrich. 
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WITNESS: Шо, Heydrich sent four or five of his men to me to 
&ccorpany ma as a sort of guard. These guards had orders to report what I 
did to Heydrich,. 
BY IR. STSINDAUER: 

« То sum up, І cansay that aside from your appointment as SS 
Gruppenfuehrer you received no award with the exception of the consent that 
you would. become Reichs Minister? 

A This was said at the end of april, 1935. І refer to e question 
in the cross exavrinati.n of the Reichsmarshall., Before tho 13th of March, 
1938, I did not have any contacts in the Reich or anything. I had no obli- 
gation to anyone in the Reich. 

w Now I can close the chapter on Austria, and discuss the Cze- 
choslovakian question briefly. You are accused, on the basis of e congra- 
tulatory letter to the Fushrer, that you took an active part in the Anschluss 
of Czechoslovakia. 

А Аз far ns September 193€, I had no other pert but that of Reick 
Governor in Austris. I received refugees from tho border areas, and lodged 
and fed then im Austrias, Нор1оїіп and a few other loaders I know personally 
without mingling in their politics, cr withcut knowing their relaticns to 
ths Reich. 

Wet can bo said about Czechoslovakian? 
А The roleticns botwoon Vienna and Bratislava wore very good in 
ol& Austrian monarchy. I had relatives in Bratislava. Tho Sloveks and 
Germ. в know oach other wall, Wo know the conplaints of the Slovaks that 
he promiso of Pittsburgh was mt kept, and that they had net rocoivod full 
automny in Ozachcslovakia, but later Pater Hlinka advocated complete automny 
and he is hinorod liko a Saint in Czechoslovakia, Tho great majority of tho 
Czoch^slcvekian po^plo wore behind him, He maintained indspondencs of the 
parliament, after March 1936, or rathor, after Soptembor 1935, I met a fow 
Slovakian politicians, Sidor, Dr.Tiscr, Dr.Churchansky, and porhaps one or 
two othors, 


The Fushror himsolf once asked mo to ropert to him ell Slo- 


vakian conditions, and this I assigned to two of my cc-workors to get this 


information, I assigned this to pocplo who had very good porscnal rolationsh 


ОТО 
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coe. VN 


there. Іп March, 1939, I talked to Sidor and Dr.Tis^r, because they wanted 


to talk to mə about possihlo Berlin-Prague developments and about the results 


for Slovakia. That is what my co-workers who invited ne Said. In these 
^"*scussions, the possibility of a Perlin-Prague clash was mentioned, and the 
concern about the Slovakian territories, because there was danger that the 
Hungarians and the Polish might teke advantage cf the opportunity to cccupy 
S' vakian territory. 

The Slovakian goatlonen wanted assurance abcut what Rorlin intended 
to do, and how they could preserve their country from harm. I spoke very 
Openly to the gentlemen. I did not challenge them to declare thoir intentions, 
I hac to leave this decision to the Slovekian gentlemen, but in discussing 
the conditions, there were differences between Slovakian and Germen interests 
anû *п ascertaining if that was not the case, 

Q In this connection I should like to refer to two documents. One 
is No.71, Pago 151, This ja g referenc,; to the proposed treaty, and the 
second document is No.72, Pega 163, submitted by tho Prosecution as US4-112 
as proof that the Defendant was in illegal contact with the Slovakians. І 
submit this document to you. It is an ecccunt of Viscount Halifax ^f 13 March 


1941. Ho was in Bratislava gt thet tino. Were you there? 
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m Stato Soerctary Kopplor was sent fron Berlin at that tine 
in order to ask cortain quostions of tho Slovakian Govornoont, ^ 
Bucrekol and I refused to take over such a task. 


tho fov ecsos whon I agrecd with Bucrckol. 4s Torritorial .diuinis- 


trative Chief, it was ny task to prepare for tho visit to Bratislava, 


and it was agreed that State Secretary Keppler would go to Bratislava 
care Buorckel and I accompanied Keppler. Мо zonorals of the 
hod any port in it. The document says thet five Gernan 
were present. That is false. 

I should like to call tho attention of the Court to the 
fact that the Slovakian Minister Sidor and the later President Tiso 
both declared that they negotiated only with Buerckel. The nane 
Seyss-Inguart dces not appear at all. Then, to sun up, І can ask, 
was there any activity on your part in regard to Czechoslovakia in 
the sense in which the Prosecution alleges? 

"m overstepped tho borders which had to be approved 
in such casose І did notec.. Representing German intorc$ts of the 
German Reich, I did not overstep tho linits justifiod in represcnt- 
ing legal interests. 

y Thon in 1939, on tho first of May, you bocaao Minister 
without Fortfolio, is that truoc? 

as Yes. 

), Did you over take part іп а cabinct session, or а sossion 
of tho Sceret Defense Counsel of the Cabinct? 

There wore no пого nootin3s. 

Did you havc any influcace on the decision that Polon was 

attacked? 

In no way. 

When war with Poland actually began, did you отргозз your 
opinion on the matter to Hitlor? 

> On tho socond of Soptonbor, I wrote a lottor to Hitlor. 
I hope that +. із lottor is in ny Vionna filos. I wrote a copy of 


it about a year and a half ago, and I remember the contents quito 
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I called Hitlor's attontion to the fact that German роор1о 
were not cnthusiastic, Оп tho contrary, thoro was nost sericus 
concern that it would bo a life and doath Strugslo. І cxpressed 
пу opinion that the war would not havo а nilitary Solution, but 
that it would heave to be solved by means of politics, and on tho 

Joli £ olution was the allianco with tho Sevicts, 
which should bo охъопа; to a military alliance if possiblo,.  Con- 
bo given to tho fact that tho Soviots 
ver give up their intorosts in the Balkans any noro than 
in Czarist Russia, and that Pan-Slavisa would play a role in tho 
results, and in tho Czoehoslovakian and polish question, Russia 
would hove to be counted on as an equal. 

L said that it was necessary to maintain tho bolt o? neutral 

states, Then tho wor on tho “estern Front would stop of its own 
ord. The Italian Policy could not bo charged against Geranny, 
coreezent woulc have to be reached with Grooco and Turicy. 
England could not be defeated by air or by Subriarine, and a 
ltorrancan position would have to bo attained in order to mko 
poaec, 

) Did you госоіус an answer to your lottor which you sent 

to Hitler? 
I rocoivoá no diroct answor, but опсо in а 


E 


made a rorerk which showod Clearly that ho had roocoivod the lottor. 
He seid, "I do not want to dostroy tho British Empire, whereby ho 
made it clear that he nisundorstood rr letter. 

STEINBACER: Мт, President, i an of the opinion, if the 


250968, that 16 is tine to adjourn, 


ua FRESIDENT: Yes, 
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(The Tribunal reconvened at 1400 hours, 10 June 1946.) 


ALIUR SEYSS-INGU.RT - Resumed, 
DIRECT EXAUINATION = Continued, 
BY DR. STEIKB.UER; 


ir, Witness, you last spoke about your attitude with rc ord to 
hoslovokis. You talked about your activities as Reich Governor in Vienn: 
you talked about your relationship to Buerckel, 
changed your work and wont to Poland. what functions 
in Polend? 
First of all, I was ор ointed administrative chiof 
Poland, which actually саас withi he organization of the 
aciinistration, however » Was never really established. The Government Gonor^; 
was crested at once and I became thc ceputy of the Governor 
sphere of influcnee is cont-inod 


question of 


1505 


of January, 19) 16 stated that in a confornnec, 
In this connection I + 1 like to refer to Docunent 


which is an extract from Dr. Frank's diary 


functions of Seyss-Inquart 9 


цо personell; 


you becaric the deputy of tho Governor Gencral althoush b 
you were actually hi oor, and you actually exercised 
thoro, 
heave written. 


bout this report, 


amongst other thin; 
Governor of Lublin had nace tho suggestio hat tho WS Were to be transferre 


from Lublin to tho district of Kiro anc the C duce them in numb: 
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Pros.cution thomsclves have stcted that this is a romak mde by tho writcr, 
Actually, this was not an official rcport of а mecting. The sottlencnt огол 
of 2 group of German nationals was concerned, ond the employment of Jows in 
that агол could hardly bring suspicion from no, that Jows мого to be 
oxtcrizinated in that district, I knew, however, that the fairly large Jowis 
population of Lublin w.s to be taken out of the town by the Governor. any 
specific intention regardin, tho word "decimating", which might have олп 
oxtcriinating, never occurred to me. The Governor of Radom reported to re 
that criminals had been shot and it is true that ho had told ro thot. I 

os under the impression that that had been cone through tho means of thc 
police courts-martial which still existed at tho tinc. But several sources 
are mentioned -- or rathar, thore are several passages in thet same report 
where І point out that Germm courts hac to be introduced and that по sentene 
were to be pronounced or earricd out without proper court procedure. 

that quite probably I must have said tho sono thing at tho tim I was 

only it isn't contained in that report, 

I have been accused of removing certain necessary products, such as 
solv, or wanting to monopolize thon. In the cconomic chaos we found in. Poly 
that was quite natural. ие hac to come to a natural economic syster 
the agricultural population who hod to be supplicd with certain products so 

nat they in turn could supply food to tho Polish town populations. In that 
connection I want to point out that I urged the re-cstablishins of tho Polish 
sclf=admins stration under the old departmental heads from tho old Polish ti 
anc that I pressed for 9,000,000 of zloty to bo pl*cod at tho di isposal of th: 
scheme, just as I wanted vchicles, notor-cors sot aside І also wanted 
apulsory work to be replaced by normal employment as soon as possible. 

The so-called "АВ nection" plays ^ considerable port in tho Polish 
quostion. It is an abbreviation for "oxtraordinary pacificction action". 
Since thet might still have happened at tho time you were active there, I wane 
to ask you if you know anything about it? 

This affair took place curing thc very last oporiod of пу stay in 
Poland, with the boginnin; 


ر 


of thc Norwogian campaign and increased throu^ the 
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campaign in tho West. '"Sis.'..co moveracnt in Poland bocono extrcmely 


P 
t 


active. Tho Socurity Police demanded severe measures. Buchler's objection, 


which ho has t^lkod about when ho was here ^s a witness » Was in fact raised. 


But І also understood the Governor VYenoral's words to noon exactly the same 


as Buchler wanted them to be understood, But Buchler wns perfectly cntitled 
to point cut what these frets were, because the police might have considered 
these words to morn much greater powers than the Governor Genera 1 intonded to 
give thon. 


Dr, Fr^nk alwys opposed tho sentences passed by these police courts- 
martial ond he appointed en investi ating coi mittce, of which I was tho chair 
sometimes wo слпсо11са as much as 50 per cent of the 
sentences imposed, 
Q How long were you actually the deputy when Dr. Frank was prevented 
from acting? 
amountec: 
І think I can deal wit 


you introduge any measures which were in the interests of Polish populatior 
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А During tho untor of 1939 to 1940 there was starvation in Polish towns. 
I intervened with босгсфагу of Stato Backe myself, and, for instance, cn one 
occasion I chtained six thousand tons of grain for the large citios, I 
approached Reichsnarshal Gocring and the Fuchrer апа I intorvoncd on behalf 
of tho Town of Lodz, which was to be loft insice the Government Goncral, 
The same applies to the coal district, West of Krakow, 

Q I now come to the main part of the accusation held against you, and 
that is the question of your activitics in the Netherlands. 

Пу first question is this; How did you happen to become Reich Commissione! 
for the Netherlands? 

А The Fuehrcr nominated no, 

Ө And where were you at tho time? 

A I was оп a duty journey in the Government General, and Dre Lammers 
called me to the hoadquartors, 

Q So you didn't apply for this job, did you? 

А No, I dicn't think of ite At that time I had asked the Fuchror for 
permission to be callo? to the armed forcese 

Q But weren't you incapacitated because of a wound in the last war? 

A I had hoped that I might be useful somehow or othor, 

Q And what wore tho instructions which the Fuehrer gave you when he 
nominated you? 

A The instructions are contained in a document submitted by the 
prosecution, the number “cing 997-Г5, which rives a fair picture of thon, 

Q That is RF-122. 

A І was responsible for the civil administration and, within its 
framework, had to lock after the interests of tho Reiche “part from that 
a political task, which was, under tho maintenance of Dutch independence, 


try and achicve it so that the Netherlands would change their pro-British 


attitude and become prc-Gorman, and to create a particularly close ceononic 


collaboratione 

I want to draw your attention to paragraph 3 of this document. There I 
point to the difficulties connected with those two tasks and tho difficulties 
connected with coordinating thome I was pointing out that one could not 


coordinate the two so casily, 
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The occupaticn powcr, I said, cemanced the end cf any public activitics 
on the part of the Dutch, and the question of forming a political will and 
political attitude would ^о Subject to having such freedom not limited; and I 
said that tho final outcome for the Dutch would be to have them make a decision 
of their om. 

It was not ny intention, therefore, to force upon the Dutch people any 
particularly political will, 

Q Was this order of the Fuchrer ever changed or altered later on? 

No, that order was never ch^nred, 

How did you carry out that task from the political point of view? 

ask the existing partioc 7 Land to ccoperate? 

With the exception of the Marxist Party, I allowed all the other 
parties to remain, and I rave then the possibility to romain active » as far as 
that was in the interest of the occupying forces. I particularly promoted 
the National Socialist rartye 

The prosecution have made the accusation агі пс you that in your 
Speeches you often rbpresented the fact differently from tho functions you 
carriod cute 

I refer to Г5-3130, USA 708, It is stated thoro th^t you triod to force 
Nati-nal Socialism upon the Dutch, This is docurent 76, at paze 197 of ny 


document booke 


À It is certainly correct that the target which I had set for myself, anc 


which I proclaimed in пу Specches, was not carried out in practicc, or could 
L o i 3 1 э 


bo сасхйол1 out, Howevor, it nay ^о possible that 





Т 


he impression that І was trying to force Naticnal Socialism 
t parties, 
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tho Dutoh had 
upon thom because, oftor all, I had only admitted NationalSocialis 


whereas I had to prohibit tho othors, 


I never usod forWi'lo means at tho disposal of tho Stato inst any 


men 
520555 


thom to become 


Dutchnon, ond I never donanded from any member of the population that thoy" 


І novor forcod any of 


should become National Socialists; 
for cxorcising 


mombors of tho Party, nor Jid I отог make thot a condition 
tho gonoral rights and privilo;os which overy Dutchman was cntitlod toe 
Incidontally, I particularly roforrod to that in my spooch,. I said: 
"I shall alvays æt as o National Socialist, But that deos not moan that I 
shall force National Socialism on to even one single person, National 
Socin lism is a mattor of innor couviction. There oro two groups of 

the group of political organizations in connection 


orgonizationse One is 
attach importanee to tho demand that cach and ovory полоог be 
Thoso aro absolutely voluntary organi zations e 


189 


with which I 
lod to “ational Socialisme 
S 


Thon thoro aro tho vocational organizations, in connection with which it i 
as long as ho fulfills 


imaatericl which outlook tho individual might havo, 


his task in his profession," 
I 

“hy end whon did you Cissolvo the political partios in Tolland? 

That happened during tho the bosinning 


second half of 1921, with 


of tho Eastorn campaigne At tlat timo all tho political partics, with tho 
exception of tho National Socialists, adopted on active hostile attitude 
In the intorosts of tho occupation forcos, 


otwards tho occupation forces, 


that could no longor bo tolorstod, 
t, that for ono yoar anda 


4 think it is romarkablo, to say tho 1 


“îre 


continuo thoir work, which partios, aftor 


half I pormi.ttod these parties tc 
all, woron't any loss hostile to tho “ational Socialists thon Hati cial 
Socialis is with rogard todomocratic partiose 


Toll no, is it $ruc or not that you proforrod tho NSB Part: 


^ 


political propaganda sector wt 


S 


tato sector was concornode 


солсогпой; 
The oroation of a soscallod Mati спо] Political Soorotariat has boon 


n 
195 


That was an advisory body with 


Q NY 


alleged as ar 
National Socialist attitude, attachod to my administration, 


1 accusation against moe 
It was not 9 lower 
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to oxorcisc 
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incividual monbors of the NSDAP, 


wes à mattor of course for no bocauso I had 


to find officials on whom I could rolye  Thoy мого not undcr ordors fron the 


Party, howovor; on the contrary, in most cases thoro develope 


п differcnce Letwoon these people and the heads of 


acainst urgent representations, croato c Na 


gevermiont in tho ilothorlands, as hac been dono in Norway, 
cularly bocause cortain Dw yontlemen, such 


secretary President Van Lohon of tho Suprome Court, cand 
“rosidont of the Cultural Commit ttoo, rrofos Schroide, urj;od me to realize 


the incorrectne of such mcasurcSe 


t Vorrin:, has бооп o3 


oat doen 
солт, 


avout ıa oxploitation policy. 
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А І an aware that some exploitation with respect to боггюп policy did, 
in fact, cecure І obsorvod it, and I stated the fact publicly, І regretted 
this occurrence, but I could not stop it. The Gorman occupation forces had 
to introduce anum>cr of measures which meant a certain pressure on the Dutch 
people, and it discredited mr Netherlands frionds, 

О What бс you have to say regarding the accusation raised against you, 
that you had ccordinated all cultural institutions with tho Reich? 

A Generally speaking, that accusation is partly correct, ‘With the 
prohibition of political parties, most of the organizations of trade or 
profession becane impossible, since right down to the chessplayors! club, 
everybody in tho Netherlands crganigede It was in the interests of tho 
occupation forces that I had to ercato new organizations of Supervision, Maybe 
it was lack of imaginations but somehow these organizations wore vory similar 
to their original predecessors in tho Reiche But I only created these 
organizations to carry out supervision, and never cid I ask thom to cooperate 
politically. І not only mde tho carrying on of a profession go along these 
lines; I did not even introduce compulsory membership foos, 

I admit that wo mace two mistakes, or errors of judgments: First of all, 
we hac the mistaken impression that our rule а plying to tho occupation forces 
was tho right, and at least the better, опо; and secondly, that in an occupied 
country, an in^opendont political will сап develope There our policy failed, 

О Whatinstitutions did you introduce, in consequ опсо? 

A I created a Chaner of Culture, а ledical Char! сг, ono for ehonists, 
and one for agriculturce Then there was a workers! front, but that was a 
voluntary organization, Merbers could leave it without any disadvantageous 
consegoncos, if they wanted toe 

Q Then there is something olso you have "een accused of, and that was 

you attempted Germanizotione What do you have to say about thet? 

4, First of all, I have to explain something clearly. In the En¢lish, 
you say "Gormany", and in the Russian you say "Germnskie" Both mean "Gorman!" 
(Deutsch). And when we spoke of "Gcrnanizaticn", thon we dic not mean 
"making ther: into Germans"; we moant a political and cultural aolloctingc 
of a so-called German group, giving then equal rights, That wo did act in 


that manner is something I stated in а speech, Document 103: 
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"hy do the Germans interfere with everything in tho Netherlands?" 

Then I went on to say that in this total there would be nonents of tension. 

THE PRESIDENT: What page is that on? 

STEINBAUER: It is 0,5,1, 708, which has been presented as a booke 

THE i RESIDENT: Has it cot a PS nunber? 

DR. STEINDAUER: Its PS nuner is 3430. It has ^»eon nace U.S.A. Exhibit 
708 6 It is a book entitled "Four Years of the Netherlands", and it contains 
a collection of speeches nado by the witness, each one of which has been used 
by the prosecutione The witness is now replying. 

THE PRESIDENT: Thank youe 

WITNESS: "There are moments of tension there there is no longer апу 
dividing line between something which is important to the war effort and in 
the interests of the military, and something which is private and a matter for 
the civilians," 

I was quite aware of the fact that any public activities might be 
utilized for, or against, the occupation forces, and that, therefore, I had to 
exercise control over thome 
БҮ DR, STEINBW ER: 

О Моге there attempts on tho part of anyone inthe Reich tb influence your 
administration in the interests of the party? 

A The foreign organization in the Netherlands had a chanced set-up, 


Tt had a different sphere of activities which, with reference to tho policies 


of the Luthh National Socialist party supported that in every respecte It 


have any particular interest or return, and that is the inportant 
3 1 


Now, let us turn to tho administration proper. Which organizations 
ore in the Netherlands? 

A In tho civil sector, thoro was tho Reich commissicner, who came under 
the armed forces! commandere Then the police had an independent sectors 
The commander of the armed forces had the right to intervene, and beginning 
with July, 194, some of the executive powers were transferred to hime 

The police was merely placed at my disposal, but came under the Higher 
SS end police leader, who, at Himlerts suggestion, was always appointed by 


the Fuchrer without my being askede Тһе police reserved to themselves the 


Pn M E CAE T a 
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right to invcsticr^to; that is to say, if I cave thon a task, they would 
investigate whether the task could 5e coordinated with their instruct: ons 
which Himmler cave directly to the Higher SS and police loador, 

Then there was tho Four Yoar Plan, which carricd out the orders of the 
plenipotentiary for la3:or and the armanent ministry. 

Q Then surely, as another organization, thcre was the Action Staff 


Rosenberg, and then there is Speer? 


А Yes, thoro was tho arnanont minister, Speor. Then there wore certain 


rather snallor individual tasks which were ^einr carried out, 
Q So that you were really nothing other than the man carrying out the 
orders on behalf of Reich departments? 

No; І was not an ordinary official. І was responsible to the Reich 
in the civilian sectors Perhaps in the first months, departments in Berlin 
might have worked better "у bypassing mee But I then centralized the 
administration in such a way ujdder my supervision that ncthing occurred in 
tho civilian sectcr which I had not provi-usly agreed toe That was especially 
recognized by the Fuchrer on ono occasione I want to say that you mst not 
draw any corresp ond ing conclusions with reference to other occupied 
territorios, I am rerfectly convinced that in the Eastern territories and in 
the government in general, the same contralizaticn dic not existe 

Q What possibilities dif you have to cstablish an administration? 

А The initiative for the demands made by the Reich cane, 
from the leading departments in the Reiche I investigated the 
together with my officials in consultation with the departments 
Netherlandse We would then sw;üt countcr-proposals, which wo thought сохла 
De expected from the Dutch, And if the Reich still demanded more, then we 
mace efforts not to exceed the nossiblee Until 1013, all requests were 


^ 


being carried out by the Dutch authorities themselvese I did not allow ny 


departments to submit such demands until after that timo, becausc then the 


demands became sc enormous that I could no longer expect the Dutch 


to make theme 
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І come back to the question of police for а moment. 15 you said 
4 H i , 


came directly under dimler? 

А The possibilitcs I had were two: One, considering that the ^uccn 
the Netherlands and the government had gone to Lcndon, would have enabled 
to nominate a new Vutch government, as had been done in Norway; or, I had 
conduct the adminis tration of the country myself. I decided on the 

second soluticn, 
How did you deal with the police of the Netherlands which Yas 


€ E 


in existence? How did you arganize it? 

Whereas the German police were not in any way dependent on me, 
the Dutech police were under my orders; but it was a matter of course that 
the supervision of the Dutch police was transferred to the Higher SS and 
Folice Leader by те, In his ст c't; ^s my General Commissioner for the 


3 


security system, the ~utch police were divide? into either three or four 
sectors. I think that it can be explained with the interosts of the 

о ccupaticnal powers that we then coordinated it from thepoint of view of 
organizatione 

what was the Land Guard of Home Guard? 

It was a protection s quad orzn ized by Netherland Naticnal 
Socialistse In 1943 there were sericus cases cf terror azainst National 
Socialists, and there were very cruel murders. The canzer of counter- 
terror existed, of which we heard. In fact, there were several such 

Consequently, I organized this Land Guard, which had the order 
act as -uxiliary police, with corresponding discipline, and which cone 
trolled the pier curing the hours of carkness, guarded railways, and carried 
cut such tasks as those. The iresult was that these acts of terror did 
almost entirely cease, and until the middle of 'hh, no further difficulties 


of that type occurred, 


Mire Witness, we now come to a most important chapters 


way I just for a moment refer to the Document 101? This document 
has been held ag^ist me by the progecution-- 

THE FRESIDENTs Is 101 the right designation? 

UR. STEINBAUE3: Mre President, the speeches which the Defendaht is 


quoting have been sent down by me to be multigraphed. Although they are 
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ri-unal, unfortunately the translation department did 
not quite catch up and therefore it is not yetavailable, but I hope to have 
them by the morning. 
THE PRESIDENT: Hasn't it got a FS number of any other designation? 
TR. STEINBAUER: It is almost the same book, USA 708. The prosecu- 
tion has only quoted individual sentences there. 
THE FRESIDENT: I see, 
The prosecution has quoted Page 167. On the lst 
of August #3, I delivered a speech announcing special measures which would 
bring difficulties and restrictions to the Dutch, and the prosecution бєз 
lis ves that shootings which took place later are connected therewith. That 
is an errore The restrictions waich I am mentioning in that speech were 
merely orders prohibiting Dutch pecple to leave their own provinces, so 
that terrorists from the Northwest could not то to the Easte As this 
happencd during the time of the holidays, this meant something awful to 
the Dutche 
Ў Now І come to the next questione Did you change the existing 
orgenizati n of the lower courts? 
The orpanizatiom of vutch courts was entirely taken over by me. 
Legislation in the Netherlands had a very high standard. Only on two occa- 
is cid I introduce supplementation. The butch judges showed little 
understanding for the economic situation. For instance, on the one occasion 
a group of black market butchers, which had killed large numbers of cattle 
and introcuced them inte the Ъдаск market, were fined two hundred guilders; 
so I introduced special econcmic judges, Dutchmen, who hec moro undcre 
seending of ео aconomic neces... ics Aut apart from that, the legal 
situation wae Jaft untouched, Of course, we also introc)neoó our German 
courts, as every occupational force 


So that we had “utch courts and we had German courts for Germans 


staying in the Netherlands, and thenwe had the police courts; is that 


right? 
А Yes, but then the Dutch who viclated the interests of the Cerman 
occupation forces were dealt with by these courtse 
Now, it has been alleged that these courts had ordered four 


thousand executions е 
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A That is perfectly untruee If I count everything which the Gcrman 
courts, Folice courts, and military courts had pronounced in the way of death 
sentences which wereactually carried out, and if I add to that the cases 
where there were clashed with the executive powers on theoccasions wherc 
Dutchmen lost their lives, then in accordance to the documents froin the 
Higher SS and Folice Leader giving those figures until themidcle of 19h, 
it amounts to less than cicht hundred cases during four years, which mesas 


less than a bombing attzck on the town of Njemeyen. The shootings camc 


CR 
afterwarcse 


Ӯ Then you also exercise? the right to reprieve, for which you had 


a special repreive department? 


F In this connection, I want to refer to Document Noe 75 in ny 


Document Book, which is on Page 190. This is an affidavit from the Court 


Councilor, Rudolf Fritsch, Judge in the Court of Appeals in Berlin, who 


was tho reprieve expert for the Reich Commissioner. І want to quote from 


this document and I refer to the second paragraph оп Fage 3: 


"In performing his right of clemency the Reich Commissimcr 


proceeded from the principle that this was опе of the most distincuished 


rights of the head of à state and that it was especially suitable ior 


creating а good and closc relationship between the Germans and the vutch. 


Therefore, he hi de the decision in all cases on 


the basis of caso reports submittod to him and a clemency proposal of the 


clemency .ivision. After avout two to three months he delegated internally 


the cxercise of the right of clemency to the chief of the clemency division 


with the following exceptions: 1) canccliaticns of proceedings, 2) “ecisions 


c 


in case ofdesth sentences; (3) decision in fundamental questions, lh) decision 
in individual cases, ¿tce was executed where the clemency questi 


not examined officially even if a petition for clemency had aot bcon made," 
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Thon I como to page 5, tho last paragraph: 

"Since the cooperation with tho Dutch authoritics proved thot they could 
be trusted, tho Reich Commissioner Gredually delegated in the min the right 
of clemency to the Dutch minister cf justice. From the great amount of mail 
which came in and which did not concern clemency matters only ; І repeatedly 

hac been staged by the Gestapo by vhich the regular 

duinistration of justice was climinated or ws to be climin-tod. In such 
eases I collected matarial and used it to take action in orcer 
persons involved before recular courts for jucrment of their c 
I succceded with such acticn, This wa оо: | inc that tho Reich Commis sior 
was оп opponent of the Gostcpo 114 police methods and an achorent to the 
recur administration of justice. 
І think that with that wo ezn enc 


question resarcin: 


огсог excludin: courts i Laportonce, 


decisive orcor. aftor the strike at Jmstordam 
L proceduro. That isn't an invention of rcemt times: 
is the summary court procedure in the caso of spoci^l umergencics, such as 
ojislotion of сусгу country contains, 
Courts marticl hac speeicl conditions First of all, a resulcor julie 
a nozbur,. Secondly, defendants! counsel were foreseen, wholcould 
Dutch, Thirdly, cviconeo had to be colloctod in thc proper manner, and if 
the question of guilt was not clearly proved, thon tho case had to co before 
the orcinary courts, 
Inis court martial procedure was only in force for 14 days on tho 
occasion of tho general strike in шау 191 ho numerous shootings lator on 


m 1 


annot bo tracod back to those courts hey had bocn provided for 


the ease of a special cmersency if Dutch territ ry опсо more became operatio 
In the meantinc, however, an order appeared from the Fuchrer which was 


known from an order from tho ОК. І refer to Р5-1155 -- no, I bc; your pardo. 


І don!t think I am right. is PS-835, 
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On the 30th of July 1944, the Fuchrer ordered that 211 non-German 
civilions in occupicd territorics who were cuilty of sabotare or terror 
actions мого to be handed ovar to the Security Police. The Higher SS and 
Police Leader and I objected to that order, since we realized what damaging 
effects it would have in The Notherlends, since tho Dutch would only be 
pressed into illegal organizations through the ampearnnee of such an order, 

she Higher SS and Police Leader never corricd that order out during a 
period of over six wooks. This caused à severe reprinand by Himmler, ond 
from that moment the Duteh who had been arrested for sabotage or illegal 
activitics had be judged meer his own jurisdiction, and in cer 
were shot, That is the созо of numerous shootings, but I do not 
thet there were 4,000, 

as often as I could, I suggested to the Security Police that they should 
bo most exact when carrying out that order, and therc were no roports to me 
about individual cascs, I had tho impression that thoro were perhaps 600 to 
790, 

If I undorstood you correctly, thon this was a police affair. 

That is correct, It certainly didn't come under my influcnec, nor 
was I competent for it. But if, at thet tinc, I gave tho Security Police 
ordors thoi y should pursue some illegal organization in some place or 
other, thon I hog to realize that onc or the other Dutchman who would | 
found out to bo a leader of such a movenent would be shot by the police withou 
the court or I bein; able to investira ; COSC. But then I ccuidn!t forc; 
the privileges with which I could safeguard the security of the occupational 
powers merely because of that Fuchror order, 

I now come to the chapter of finance. A document has been presente 
here where a certai ipp announces his resignation. who was he? 

president of the Benk of The Netherlands, that 
the currency bank, He was the General Secretary for Finance, I think if 
you list the most outstanding banking oxports of tho world, thon you will also 
have to mention ir. Tripp. Ho has great personality and ho is one of those 
non who are today described as Dutch conius. 


9 Ho was also Generel Secretary for Finance, wasn't ho? 
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A Yos, Until ierch 1941 ho was the Gencral Socrotory for Finance. 

ln my first speech to tho general secretorics, I had stated that I 
would demand from none of them that ho should do something; which ho could not 
assure responsibility for in his conscionco, If he thought thot here was 
something ho couldn't do, thon ho could resign without suffcring any 
disadvantages. I said that all I demanded was for him to carry out my 
orders loyally as long as he remained in office, 

Until Morch 1941 lir. Tripp remained in office, and then ho resigned 


} 


because there was something he didn't wish to carry out, and he suffered 


Who was his successor? 
Lot по say first of oll that what ir. Tripp carricd out until 
opinion, justifiable in ovary respect. Otvthcrwisc, 
cortoinly would not 
successor was Rose von Tonningen. Tonningen was 2 league of 
Nations Commissioner in Austria who hod had tasks simil-r to those I gave 


him in The Nothorl^ndsi 


rünistrotion is сопсогпос, I agrecd with 
lre Tripp that I should reccive 3 million guilders por 
were 20 million in fines in addition to 
I saved 60 million guilders which remained in 
donation. 
Ав for as military occupation costs wore concerned, І 
chock them. The armed forcos put in their demands to the 


at 


Finenee, and I then received orders to place them at their posal, Dur ing 
1941, tho Reich collected indirect occupation costs. he point of vicw wes 
adopted that nct only the costs which were incurred in Netherlands direct] 
were to bo collected, but thet tho costs of preparations in the Reich should 


cold. 


be collected, Fifty million marks por mouth wore domanded, partly in g 
THE PRESIDENT: Do you mean marks or со you mem ruildors? 
THE WITNESS:  lMorks, 50 million marks. Later on, that payment was 
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called voluntary castern assistance for political reasons , Bub of course that 
wasn't so. Lator on, the Reich demanded an increase to 100 million, but I 
rofusod, 
БҮ It. STEINBAUER: 
Q Mr, Tripp retired as General Secretary for Finance becsuse the 
rroncy bann which still existed at tho time between Соггопу and The 
Notherlands was lifted, 

Yes, that is correct. I һай an application through ny 
administration that the business traffic between the Reich and The Netherlands 
should be intonsifiod, and that this foroi;n currency bann snoulc be lifted 
to the extent that without using the curreney bank guilders co uld be exchanged 


1l 


for marks and vice versa 
The principal possibility for such exchanges had already existed under 
› but it was subject to the control of currency banks, that is to 
say, the Notherlands banks as wo. lr. Tripp raised objections, and I 
mattor on to Berlin. Berlin decided that it was to be carricd 
Mr. Tripp resigned. 
:ppointed Tonningen to the presidency of the Bank of The Netherlands, 
published tho deerce. 
I want to say that the president of thc Reichsbank, lr, Funk, was 
against this procedure, and І cen quote as гп explenation that the offocts at 
that time were not so catastrophic as they turned out later. At thot time, 
Tho Nethorlandshac been completely cut off; the Reich had rea chod the climax 
to be expected that the mark w | be the leading 
currency in Europe, with which rate the guilder vo uld have had similar ranking 
In February 1941, for instance, imports from the 
Netherlands exceeded the exports from Tho Netherlancdsinto the Reich 
Reichsminister Funk always had the view that these were genuino debts, so that 
the cost of a he billion golden guilder debt in the event of a different 
utcome of tho war would have hac to be paid back to The Nether Lands. 
Q If I have understood you correctly, it was your General Secretary fo" 


Financo, Dr. Fischboock, who arrenged this matter contraer) to tho wishes of 
2 2 o 


the president, 
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I don't know whether tho proposals came from Fischboock only. 

I presume that he must have telked to other officisls. But any NAY, ho put 
them to me. 

You furthermore have been accused of having imposed collective 
fines contrary to intcrnational law, money fines. 

Collective fines are prohibited under intornational low only for 
individual perpetrations. The large collective fino of 18 millions was 
imposed in connection with the general strikes at Amsterdan, axnhoin, and 
Hilversden, in which the entire population had participated, 


Later, I had collective finos paid back if individuals could be 


ascertained as being perpetrators, 
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Con you give us any practical examples? 
І think witness Schwebel will be able to teil yox th^t. Thero 
were towns in the South of Holland where that sort of thing has havpencd, 
Q ¥ou wore also accused 9 by the Prosecution, to have been responsi. ble 
for tic hostage camp in Michelgestecil, 
І can take full and absolute responsibility for the oxisionco uf 
tho itichelgestcl hostage соло, It wasn't c hostace esi in tho full sense 
of tho word, The situation was that Dutchmen wi proved to 
resistance movements wore takon into cusucy by по. The 
is not à prison beesuse I have visited it and the inmates of the camp were 
playing golf. They had lcave و‎ in the casc o noasslonato or other mattor ES 
and not а single ono was sh: i he majority of the Netnorlond 
liinisters of today were at iichelsestell, It wns 2 sort of protective 
custody so that they were to be tonporarily removed fron thetr enti-Gernan 
activitics, 


Q Furthermore, lp, Witness › you also prohibited the 
religious lessons, and you wore supposed to havo admitted CathoLi 
Protestant preachers to concentration 

It is truc that one religious lesson wrs prohibited 

which happened because it was obvious y i pposition to the 
occupational forces and it was incitin cisobecience. That was ono indivic: 
case, and thereafter it did not happen agrir in fact, I o 
and conccllod the prohibition is sacc by the police end as 2 
criticized, No pricsts were sent tc concontration en:ps 
contrary, at the besinnin, of 1933 and after they had been reported t 
received a list fron tho Security Police which c.ntrzin а tho nou 
who were in eoncentration camp The total was sround 45 or 50. SK 
of thea bore the remark i юу had Фоа in concentration c^: lps ap;roxi- 
mately oneethird wore shown to uo ond on the strength of the evicence , II 
domendec their rolo-sc. Another third should bo investisated, I com-nded 


during the following six months, and as for as tho last third was concerned, 


І could not wake such an op plicstion without viol: tins ду own ros 
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towards tho Reich. There мого also other reprisal hostages, ond when the 
Nothorlends соло into the Wer, the Germans in Dutch-India werc taken into 
prison and were mistreated, Tho Reich demanded that 3 3000 WÉ chnon wore to 
be arrested, The Security Police arrested 800 and took thon to Buchenw^ld, 
ihon I heard that tho numbers of Geaths were very hir i; І continued to 
urge the authorities of those hostages until they were returned. They were 
then accommodated in a manner which can no longer be described 
They were given leave, and whenever possible, I released thon. In the enc, 
І had loss than 100, 
G Ur. Witness, proyors in Church, or prayers for tho Quoon, v 
Supposed to be prohibited by you, 
That is incorrect. зо prayers in tno Dutch 
demonstrations, as is undar stoncable, ап! they were pray 
-Of the Netherlands, There were prayers, at thet tinc, 
Commissioner so that he could bo епі, noc t І found nothing 1 
with these prayers which would cause me to prohiiit then. 
5010 ` subordinate authority micht have acted and in Which I 
That would not have bear So bad, but it has бооп 
been particularly crucl, and thet without lo. Gol procecdin:s, 
large number of people ; what do you have to say to that 
48 for as І con raaonbor » there was only one caso 
shot without thers being ny connection between the shosti 
neccessary logal process, This cecurroc in ц, озі, 1942, and tho caso 
already been mentioned in this courtroo, This case wos corriod out 
strictly under the Somcalied "Hostage Law" which has been quoted here. 
had been on attack against оп armed forces transport, and 
Were daicnded and were to bo shot > ond I think the ОКН made 
through the Commander of tho Jrmed Forces and the Higher SS and Poli co Leader 
Цу intervention eonsistod of recucin: that fivwo to 2, ond thon I look 
at the lists which had } осоп submittoc to no by othor Qopartncnts. That lis 
has boon read out here от I noticed sarcthing about that list. The Hi nor 


SS and Police Leacor stated that the list was to be cor piled in kocping with 
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the instructions thet oxistod, and that this attack could bo traced to the 
political nameson the right, those of the opposition and of the resist nce, 
and not to those on the left, therefore no workers were to be shot, I only 
oXorcisod influence insofor ns I caused the Hijhor SS and Police Leadars to 
exclude fathers with several children from-thot list. 

Q Мг, Witness, what do you know, in detail, bout the shooting when 
the coup at Vught was closca? 

à When the British and Canadians advanced throuh Boelgiwa towards the 
South of the Netherlands, I had so much work to do to koop up tho good order 
in my territory, that I coulc not concern myself in detail with that coup at 
Vught which was under the policc. The Higher SS and Police Lo^coar usually 
informed me that the most important political prisonors, numbering about 200, 
wore to be transferred to the Roich, апа that the list of scvorol implicate 
people was to be releascd. Ordinary criminals wore to be placea under the 
command of the Dutch Police officer, and to be handed over to the C^naciens, 
It was only here that I heard that there were cases of shooting, and the 
only explanation I have is thet at tho last minuto, tho Reich prohibited 
the transporting of these people to the Reich and Have the ordar to shoot 
thom, I do not bolicvo that the figure can bo 600, because witness Kollpuss 
has stated that thoro were 130 to 150, but even at that I think it is ^ high 
figure. 

Q hat do you know about the shooting of hostages after the attempt 
or the SS and Police Leacor Rautcr? 

à The attempt on the life of the Higher SS and Police Leadar Reuter 
originatec from the rppistance movament and it was carricd out with British 
weapons e 

0 What. do you know about the case Putten? 

Excuse me, I have not finished my previous statement. Himmler, at 
that time, demanded the shooting of 500 hostages. Reuter refused and informe 
me that there were a numbor of Dutchmen in the prison who wore to be shot in 
accordance with tho Fuehrer!s order because they had been convicted of : 
actions of sobote;o. He had hesitated, he said, since the nuwer was rathor 
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orco, but now ho could not hesitate any longer. Но could not rivo ле tho 

Law 3 

actual figure. In that situation, I could not, in my opinion, mrevent 

hii from carrying out the order, because we had to control the resistance 
ying 3 


novenont with whatever means wo had at our disposal. That movement was 


started by the Dutch in London anc presented a very serious hindrance to 
‘ 
tho German occupational forces, 
230 Dutchmen мега supposed to have been shot, amongst them 80 alone 
in apeldorp, and that appoared to be a very hirh figure to mc, but Dr, 
Schoensart told mo that apolCorp had been tho canter of many resistance 
movonicnts. 
Q Finally, I want to ask you, whet Со you know about tho caso Putten? 
In Putten there was on attack on Gram officers, Three were 
murcer od, Ihe entire casc haprened to the armed forces, and I know that 
retcliation measures were planned, І myself, at that tino, wes concerned 
construction of military position. Tho Higher S? end Police Leader 
d но that he had the order to burn tho village of Put ten, and to 
transfer the mile population to a concentration camp in tho Reich, I said 
that io should reduce the figure to 40% ar lator on he roported to me that 


} 


the death figures in Geraan concontration camps were hich. I turned to him 
to the armed Forces Commender to have these поп returned, The Armed 
Forecs Commander apreed. Vhother this order was actunlly carried out I 
con't iknow, 
point we could 


make < 


(A recess was taken), 
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i come to the Chapter iV-B "Concentration Camp 
question: iho was competent in these 
For concentration camps and for police interrogations prisons, the police 
were competent. For court prisons, the court authorities; that is, th 
were under my charge. 
there concentration camps in the Netherlands? 
A Yes, especially the big concentration camp of Hertogenborch. Then a police 


transit camp near amersfort; a Jewish 
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assembly camp in Westerborg. І hava already spoken of Micholgestell; that 
was the protective custody camp. And then the camp at Ommen, which was 
neither & police nor a concentration сапр ~ ~ but abuses occurred there. 

є What can you tell me about the Eertogenborch Camp? 

А  Hertogenborch was originally a Jewish assembly camp, was origi- 
nally intended as such, at that time when we intended to keep the Jews in 
the Netherlands. But Reichsfuehrer Einnler gave an order to make a concen 
tration camp out of it. 

After thinking over this natter for sono time I agreed with it, 
reasoning that I couldn't prevent Dutchmen fron coming into the concentration 
Camp, that I would prefer them to cone into a concentration саг, in tho 
Netherlands where I night We able to exert a certoin influence. 

d In these concentration camps excesses ero supposed t^ have taken 
Place; for example, in the Vught Camp, which you mentioned, 

A That is quite true. In prisons, as well as in concent:ation camps, 
excesses occurred. In wartime I considered that almost unavoidabls, because 
subaltern people are too little controlled. But when I learned of any such 
thing I tcok steps against it. The first tine — arouno 1940 or 1941 — that 
ny German court reported to me that a prisoner had been brought before it with 
wounds fron а beating on his head, I Lad the case investigated, the head of 


prison was punished ans sent back to the Reich. In the Vught Concentration 


tte was a high death rato, I.inne?iatoly started an investisation, using 


the services of Dutch medical personnel, Daily — and later сп weakly — I 
had the eath figuras reported to по, until they reached appr: xinately а 

normal size. Of ccurso, I don't know whethor tho head of the c-mp reported 
the normal death cases only or als included the cases of shooting, I don't 


know that. 
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Inthis camp there were excessos; beatings were heard 5f now cnd then. 
Tho head of the camp was removed anc sont to the Reiche I point out that the 
Hivhor SS and Polico Leader apparently tried to maintain order, althoush he 


was not in charge of tho comps; they were under Gruppenfuehror Pohl. 


therc was one very sorious case which, in document F-224, is described 


with the words "Woman in Coll", 
The head of the camp, ostensibly for disciplinary reasons, had a large 
number of women crowded into a cell overnight, and three or four women 
death. “hen we heard of that, wc demanded court action. The 
on in Berlin refused, and we turned to Rcichsfuehrer 
SS Himmler and did not let up. The head of the camp was put or trial and 
received at least four years =» I believe it was a sentence of : ight years. 
That is indicated in the French reporte 
What about tho Ammersford camp? 
That was a police transit 1 hat i > wore to 
turned over to the courts who wore to be 
refused labor service who were 
were not to be there more than si r oir eek There wore Dutch zuards 
not Dutch police, but 2 voluntary SS guard company, I believe. 
esses did occur herce Goneral Secretary Van Damm called my attention 
Dutchman was supposed to have been killed therce I asked 
‘hor SS and Police Leader to clear up the ease, e di’ this throurh 


his court officer, and sont the documonts to mee According to the documents, 


severe mistroutine occurrod, but no ono was killed, and the porsons 
responsible were punishode 

I repeatedly called the attention of the Higher SS and Police Leader to 
the fact thet concentration camps and prisons in war-time gave `n opportunity 
for excossese If, hero or thoro, not a severe case but certain . istreatment 
occurred, I always pointed it oute He then reported to me either that the case 
had not occurred, or that he hac. taken steps, and so forthe 


In particular, I always had the food ration situations of the concentra- 


prisons reported to mee Тһе food rations were satisfactory. 
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I believe that the Dutch in the concentration camps and prisons, at the end 
of 1944 and in 1945, гссоітей more than the Dutch in the Western Netherlands, 
which I don't want to indicate as a special circumstance, 

Then there was tho Y'ostorborg Cuspe The Hutch Government set up 


Vesterborg as a completely freo camp for Jews who had fled from Germany. This 


was made over into an assembly camp for Jews. In the camp itself there were 


Jewish order ruards, Dutch polico guarded the camp, and locked the camp from 
tho outside. There was a dotail of the Security Police for sunervision in 
the campe In all the files I found no report about excessos in the camp 
itsclf. Every Sunday ^ clergyman went to the camp, at least ono clerryman 
for the Cathslics, Jews, and one for the so-called Christians. 

fe will speak about tho transport or the removal latere 

Now I would like to spoak about Оттеп, There is п lone report on thate 
Оттоп was intended as a training camp for those Dutch who wanted to be 
employed economically in the Eastern Territories; that is, voluntecrs. They 
were oriontated om the country, the people, and the language therce The 
heac of the camp borrowed prisoners from a neirhboring penal institutc, for 
worke І received the news that these prisoners were being mistreated; the 
jucses of Amsterdam applied to moe І gave the Dutch judges of Amsterdam 
permission to inspect thc camp personally and speak to the prisoners. That 

according to document Fe224, on the 5th of March, 1943. Thereupon 
the Amsterdam judges wrote л lone letter to the General Secretary for Justice. 
They complained about mistroatnont of the prisoners which they had noted, and 
about the fact that such prisoners wore transferred to Roich inctitutions 
for labor, 

The complaints were justified, and I ordered that the prisoners should 
be removed from the Оттеп Camp to the “utch penal institution, th + Dutch 
prisoncrs should be returned from German prisons to Dutch prisonse This 
procedure was correct, and therofore, of necessity, I took tho necessary steps 
to settle the matter. 

te I must now ask you another question. Document RF-931 shows that you 
removed judges who mace similar complaints. 
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A. In my eyes the procedure of the curt was incorrecte hese judres 
cid not apply to me, but they asserted openly, publicly, that ti- PJutch 
prisoners were being sont to German concentration camps and shote According 

I know it, that was false. I then inf rmed them 
about the results obtained by the Amsterdam judges. Tho Noubaden judges 
further judgments on the matter. I asked them to continue 
but they refuscde I then dismissed them as persons who refused 
1 have had them tried by a Gern courte 
you receive complaints from the Red | about conditions in 


the camps? 


A, In the Netherlands we had the arrangement that a roorcsontativoe of 


the Dutch Red C Мрз, von Ove j could visit 211 concentration camps 


» especially in orc t^ sec whether the food packo7es were being 
ithcr Mrs, von Overlijn nor the heads of the Dutch Red Cross 
to say that 
ms especially significa for mo beenuse the Dutch comp! oir 
everything, and if I reccived no complaints, it had vortain c 
4 


ould like to romark that about tho berinninr of 1944, ncocrdinrc 


n placed before mo, about 12,000 Dutch persons пого in c ncentration 


comps or prisonse hat means the same thing as i soday, in the wh^le German 
territory, 120,000 Germans were in prison camp hat occasioned mc t set 
up court commissions to visit the camps in order to invostigote whether the 
prisoners could not bo released or placed on trial. ‘hore thoro were orders 


from Berlin, I could do 
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А In the course of 1944 labor hiring cease al:ost con- 
pletely. Instead of? 250,000 I believe 12,000 were sent to the 
Reich. Entirely different action took place in the fall of '44, 
From experience in France and Bclgiun, the High Command of the arny 
decided that able-bodied Dutchmen were to be drawn fron Holland; 


that is the Western Netherlands. That was because the Netherlands 


&overnaent in England had set up an illegal arny. I had the organ- 


izational charter іп пу hands. There was a complete General Staff 
and a complete War Ministry. `e estimated 50,000 illegal troops. 
If even one able-bodied Dutchnon joined, the illegal forces would 
have been more numerous than the Gernan troops in Holland. More- 
er, they had received very gcod equip;ent fron England. Full 

Shiploads of the most modern submachine guns were confiscated by 
us, but I am convinced that the larger part of the weapons was not 
confiscated by us, The Hish Command of the Argay throug the mili- 
tary Commanders, ordered the removal of the able-bodied Dutchman. 
The measure was carriod out completely by the Wehrmacht. А goenorai 
who was sent for for that purpose, was entrusted with tho task, 
with an operational staff of his own. The measure was carriod out 
by tho local commandants. Му local authorities were informed at 
the Last moment or not at all. Of course I know about tho noasure 
and you heve the reasons just presented. I could not take the 
responsibility of protesting against it. I only took a part in 
order to protect civilian intorosts, so that tho workers in the 
vital concerns would not be removed. I ontrustod the -lenipoten- 
tiary Gcnoral for the total war offort with this, whom D Gocbbels 
had sont to the Netherlands in the moantino. His task was to issue 
deferacnt certificates. He issued 50,000 of thon. 

THE PRESIDENT: Did you nean at you entrusted 
Himmler? 

THE WITNESS: Goebbels, the Plenipotentiary Goneral for 
the total war effort. 

I admit that this measure led to conditions which were 
unbearable for the Dutch, І am certain that, as for feeding, ten- 
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porary lodging, and transportation, the population in the bor:bed 
German territories did not havo any bottor conditions, but one 
could not demand this fron the Dutch. Many Dutch pooplo told me 
at that time that the sy would be willing to a; gree this labor connit- 
ment, not to aid the German cause but only in order to avoid these 
Severe concitions, if they would be drafted in orderly proceedings. 
Già that. Tho Plenipotcaitiary General for tho total war 
issued the proclariation which has been submitted to tho 
The people were called to the Labor offices. The lists 
were recorded. ‘The people were sont hone again to got clothes. 


They were ordered to report to the railroad stations. Not the 


police, but labor officials took иі to the Reich for normal work, 
= > 


The Dutch report, .in its objectivity, recognizes this fact. It 
transportation conditions of labor mobiliza- 


responsible for this labor mobilization for the rcasons 


remark in this con- 
пу docuncent No.’ 7€ ) Page 200, exccorpt fron 
governicnt report of o Nethorlands &overniüont, ecnfir:s tho 
Stctononts of пу client fully. I should like to road it bricfly 


because it is important. "Pago г Worknen who rofusod (relatively 


few wero prosccuted by th Sicnorheitsdionst'! (SD)." Then: ^" age 
be part Iror that, the measure was no very successful, Certain 
Gornan authorities soon to have го od its oxocution, bocauso 
many former noubors o he arnod forces rocoivod exonption; others 
wont undorgrc ne rosult was that in tho last nonth 1945 

tho greater part of 1944 relatively few persons were deporte 
od." and thon: "Paco 6, til tho ond of 1944, the method of 
transportation for deportoos was bearable. . . Tho one who roportoó 
for tho manpower mobilization in January, 1945, enjoyed improved 
transportation facilitics, that is, almost tho wholo journcy by 
rail, although only in freight cars," 

WITNESS: Wo лса no other cars at that tino. I 
Should like to refer to tho fact that I also drafted Dutch workers 
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order to carry out the construction work entrusted to no by 
he Fuchrer on the resistanco linos cast of the 

transports which cano fron notterdan, anû so forth, I usod part of 
then for this purpose and thus I prevented these pooplo being sont 
to tho Roich. I only wi for furthor transports into tho Gau 
Esson, boeauso it was ported to me that in tho Roos 
treat.icnt was so poor that sono Duteh people had diod. 

DR. STEINB,.UER: Now I cone to the next chapter of the 
indict.cnt; that is, to tho Jowish question. The Notherlands 


Govorunaiont report, USA 195, vis up all ordinances. Tis was sub= 


mitted by the prosecution. To aid the menory, I should like to 


subzit this docuncnt 1726, so that it may remind you of the laws. 
Court a 
BAUER: 


teich Conn ; do in tho Jewish 


e functions of tho Reich Commissar, 
and would 
Jews in tho Netherlands. 
the best known and 
the oldest Jo ish communities in ‘Yes n Europe. Moreover, in the 
Netherlands there were many Gorran Jewish enisrants. I will say 
quite openly that fron th irst World Wer an he po аг period, 
an anti-So. ite I need not explain that here, I 


have said that all 





ARN IT TIT 


I had the impression, which will bo confirmed everywhere, that the Jews, 
of course, had to be against National Socialist Germany, There was no 
discussion of the question of guilt os far as І was concerned, Аз head of 
ап occupied territory, I had only to deal with the factse І had to roolize 
that l had to expect resistance, dofeatism, and so on particularly from 
Jewish personse 

I told Colonel General von Brauchitsch, Commander in Chief of the Army 
that in the Netherlands I had to removo Jews from leading posts in economy, 
tho press, and stato positions, 

The measures taken from May 1940 to May 1941 were limited to thise The 
Jewish officialswere dismissed, but with pensions The Jowish firms were 
rogistered and the heads of the firas wore dismissede In tho spring of 1941, 
Hoydrich came to me, to tho Netherlandse Ho told me that we would have to 
expect that the greatest resistance would como from Jowish circles, He told 
me that the Jows would have to be treated like other enomy aliens, They, 
like the English in the Netherlands, were to be Bonfined and their property 
confiscated, In view of the large number of persons involved here, about 
140,000, this was not so simple e I admit frankly that I did not object 
vo this argument to Hoydrich'se I also folt it was necessary in this 
wor which I absolutely considered a life ond death struggle for tho Gorman 
pcoplo.s For that reason, in March 1941, I ordered that the Jews in the 
Netherlands be registered, Now it wont on step by step, 

I may say that the final rosults, as far as tho Netherlands aro 
concerned, wore intended from the b.ginning, but wo took this waye The 
regulations cited here, if they appeared in tho Dutch Legal Gazotto, wore 
mostüy signed by то personally. At least, thoy wore published with my 
охрговѕ permission, Individual moasuros which aro mentioned here wero 
outside my will. For example, in February 1,000 Jows aro Supposed to have 
bcon arrested and sont to Buchenwald oud Mauthauson.e I know this about 
that matter == 

THE PRESI DENT (Intorposing): February of what усаг? 


A (Continuing): Fobruary 1941. In tho Amstordom ghetto, a National 


Socialist was killod by Jews. Roichsfuchror Himmler thereupon ordored 


400 young Jows sont to Meuthausone І was not in tho Nothorlands at that time 


tho occasion for the general strike in Amsterdam in March 1941, 
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After my return to the Netherlands, I protested avainst this measure, 
and to my knowledge such a mass transfer to Mauthausen did not occur azain, 

Synagosues were burned, Apparently someone was thinking of the 8th 
of November 1938, I imeciately took steps so the cases did not increase, 
rolice wanted to tear down the old temple in Amsterdam. General Secretary 
van Damn called this to my attenticn, and I prevented it. 

I indicated earlier that the motive of the measures is to be found in 
the ccnsideration to treat Jews like enemy aliens. In the execution, this 
basis was certainly abandoned, It was nothin- but the РЪТ cf measures 
against the “ews , such as hac occurred in the Reich, Ferhaps, in one case 
or another, even more was бопе, for I know that for example in the 
Netherlands there was a drive to force the Yews to be sterilized, 

Our goal was to keep the Jews in the Netherlands, in two districts of 
Amsterdam and then in the Westerborg camp and in the Vucht camp. We had 
also prepared to create the corresponding work opportunities. I instructed 
the General Secretary for Education to make available from the Dutch budzet 
means which the "ewish population should have according to the proportion, 

It is certain that in this measure cf concentration cf the Jews to two 
districts and two camps, various difficulties осеоггес, various hardships 
which were perhaps unavoidable. rerhaps they might be considered excesses. 

Finally, the Security ‘olice demanded the introduction cf the so-called 
Jewish Star. A not inconsiderable number of “ews were not in the confined 
areas, and the Security rolice demanded that they be cistincuished in orcer 
that they could be controlled, ang in order that it might be ascertained 
whether the “ews adhered to the other restrictions. 

In the eyes of Germans, this star was certainly а sti^ma. The Dutch 
Cid not consider it as such, There wae many а Dutchman who, out of protest, 
wore such a star himself, 

In 1912, Heydrich again made demands that the Jews be evacuated. He ex- 
plained this by saying that Holland would sooner or later be a theater cf war, 
and that then one could not allow such a hostile population to remain in the 


theater of war, Пе pointed out that he was responsible for the security of the 


Reich in the 
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police sense, and that he could not bear this responsibility if the Jews 
remained in Holland. 

I believe it was three or four months that we in the Netherlands opposed 
this evacuation and attempted to find other ways out. At the end, Heydrich 
had a further order sent to mo, according to which he had unlimitod powers to 
carry out all mensures in the oceupicd territories as well, I inquired of 
Bormann what this meant, and this order was confirmed, whereupon the evacuation 
of the Jews was berune 

At that time I tricd to ascertain the fate of the Jews, and it is rather 
difficult for me to s: abo Lt now, becnuse ounds ridiculous. 


tn 
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I was told that tho Jews were sont to Auschwitz. І had people sent from 


the Netherlands to Auschwitze They came back with the report that that was a 


camp for 80,000 peoples Ino people wore comparatively well off there. For 


example, they had an orchestra of 100 men. A witness here confirmed that this 
played when the citims arrived at Auschwitz, and when the witness 
this, I remembered that reporte 
THE PRESIDENTL How long do you think you are likely to bo? 
DR. STEINBAUER: I hope to bo fj ed i t by noon tomorrow, but 
porhaps it will take only an hour. I have questions on plundcring of economic 
A 


!'estruction,. Thon I will bc finished. 


THE PRESIDENT: "o will adjourn now, 


(Thc Tribunal adjournod until 11 June 1946, at 1000 hours) 





